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The best advice is to get a map. Charting your financial plan sooner than later is also a good 
idea. Needs change throughout your life, and having a sound financial direction helps you meet 
those changes. From mortgage insurance to funding your children’s education, from retirement 
planning to charitable giving, your plan prepares you to meet the changes successfully.

FaithLife Financial is a financial services company with a difference.

We offer a financial portfolio including competitive and affordable insurance and investment 
solutions that help you build a more secure future, plus we reach out to Christian communities 
and charities you care about. 

If you don’t know where you are going …
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   Young, Female – and Pro-life 
by Alex Newman / The Canadian 
movement advocating for the 
sanctity of life from conception 
until natural death has a refreshing 
– and some may find surprising – 
face today.

 Inside the Unique World of Cana-
dian Military Chaplains by Robert 
White / Dust, diesel, danger – and 
the right words at the right time – 
are all part of life for Canada’s mili-
ary chaplains.

 What We Can Learn From Chap-
lains by Mary Manson-Hennig / all 
Christians can be inspired by the 
way chaplains are present in the 
lives of soldiers 

 Trumping the Religious Freedom 
of Parents? by David F. Dawes / a 
case coming up in the Supreme 
Court should be on the prayer lists 
of all Canadian evangelicals.

  7 FRoM THE EdIToR / Pro-life and Positive by Gail Reid
  8  FaITH FoRUM: LETTERs aNd MILEsToNEs / mormon Changes
10  KINgdoM MaTTERs / Painting Big Skies; Sexual Healing ministry for Christian youth;   
 Funky Clothes Fund Kingdom Work; Theological education for aboriginal People

14 THE gaTHERINg PLaCE / What Principles Sustain Our Laws? by Bruce J. Clemenger
15 NEWs FRoM THE EFC / Interfaith Declaration on Poverty; eFC election Resources; 
 Responding to Japan Disasters; Internet Bill Passed; Broadcast Complaint

16 HINgE: REFECTINg oN CHURCH & MIssIoN / The Triune, missional God
 by Arnold Neufeldt-Fast

17  aCTIvaTE: CHaNgE YoUR WoRLd / Why march for Life? by Don Hutchinson
42  RELIgIoNWaTCH / Faith Crisis in Public by James A. Beverley
43  god aT WoRK IN dENoMINaTIoNs / Beauty From ashes by Charlie Masters
44  THE NETWoRK / Classified ads
46  CHRIsT & CULTURE IN CaNada / Compromise on academic Freedom by 
 John G. Stackhouse Jr.

Global Village, Books & Culture, and A Church You Should Know will return next issue.
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searching for the Tomb of Jesus: a visit to Israel raises questions 

for those who want to walk where Jesus did by Richelle Wiseman

advERTIsINg dIsCLaIMER: Faith Today does not endorse every opinion or event that is reported, 
nor every product that is advertised. Faith Today does not endorse any advertiser, nor does it take respon-
sibility for the accuracy of any claims made in the advertisements included in or with the magazine.
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There is something very hopeful and positive about 
the pro-life movement in Canada today. As our 
cover photo and Alex Newman’s article convey, 

many of today’s participants are young, 
female and filled with hope for a future 
where all can agree that life is precious 
from pre-birth to natural death. A future 
which will remove the grid of whose life is 
valuable or whose life is not worth saving. 

This movement manifests a concern 
for unborn children – but also, very im-
portantly, a concern for women – that is 
confident, sincere and focused on a posi-
tive approach by changing minds and 
hearts. Against the background of bitter 
past protests, it offers a refreshing under-
standing of the issues and a clear intention 
to intervene in positive ways. 

Most of these young women have been encouraged by 
the stories of older women, who have turned their regrets 
about abortion into action. They are well aware of the 
strong evidence today that shows abortion has negatively 
affected women’s lives in a very profound way – physic-
ally and mentally.

These young leaders know they can be pro-woman and 
pro-life at the same time. They recognize every time an 
abortion kills a human life, it also fails a woman. The earli-
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est manifestation of the feminist movement were women 
confident that God had something much better in mind 
than what society was offering. They were women who 

viewed abortion as violence and a terrible 
failure to both mother and child. 

In Canada today, it is a failure still. The 
leaders profiled in Newman’s story have 
the conviction and the courage of those 
early feminist leaders. They speak out – 
even to the point of risking arrest – on 
what remains one of the most divisive 
and politically-loaded issues out there.

There are many brave women who 
have publicly declared their own abor-
tions a mistake. Perhaps the pathway to 
the new pro-life movement was cleared 
by their courage? As a woman, a mother, 
and a grandmother to three little girls (so 

far), I’m glad to know the pro-life movement is in such good, 
strong hands. FT  
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Pro-life and Positive
The new pro-life movement embraces a 
positive and confident approach.
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This movement
is confident 

that God has 
something 

much better 
in mind than 
what society 

is offering.
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Mormon 
Changes
Re: Can Evangelicals Welcome 
the Community of Christ? (Jan/
Feb 2011)
Different Christian groups hold 
a wide range of beliefs which 
are not compatible with each 

other, so rather than judge 
which Community of Christ 
beliefs are incorrect, we need 
to judge whether any of those 
incorrect beliefs are of such 
a nature that the group as a 
whole must be considered a 
non-Christian cult.

Take the attitudes toward 
the Book of Mormon and the 
Doctrine and Covenants. The 
versions used today show some 
very important differences from 
the originals dating from the 
1830s. The original “Lectures 
of Faith” teach something that 

is quite close to authentic Chris-
tian doctrine. For example, the 
Godhead includes God the 
Father, Jesus and the Holy Spir-
it. The Holy Spirit is considered 
to be the mind of God, and may 
not be a person in His own 
right. However, later Mormons 
taught that God the Father has 
a human body (which He used 
to impregnate Mary), and that 
Jesus, Satan and the Holy Spirit 
are brothers, sons of a celestial 
marriage between God the Fath-
er and His numerous wives. For 
obvious reasons the Lectures 
were no longer included with 
the Book of Mormon after the 
early 20th century.

What does the Commun-
ity of Christ teach in this area? 
They used to believe that Jo-
seph Smith Jr. originally had 
been a true prophet of God, but 
that he went bad when he de-
sired more than one wife and 
invented false doctrine and 
had false revelations from God 
to support his desires. What do 
they believe now?

James C. Kennedy
Kingston, Ont.

Letters to the editor 
must be signed and have 
the writer’s address if 
intended for publication. 
please include a daytime 
phone number. letters 
may be edited for length 
or clarity. opinions are the 
writer’s own. 

•	 letters to the editor and 
writing queries: 

 editor@faithtoday.ca 
•	 subscriptions and address 

changes: 
 info@faithtoday.ca
•	 advertising: 
 ads@faithtoday.ca
•	 or write to: M.i.p. Box 

3745, Markham, on 
 l3r 0y4. 
 Fax: 905-479-4742.

There’s an app for that.
FaithToday

download the free 
FaithToday app from 

iTunes and enjoy the entire 
magazine on your iPod or iPad

www.faithtoday.ca

mailto:editor@faithtoday.ca
mailto:info@faithtoday.ca
mailto:ads@faithtoday.ca
http://www.faithtoday.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20110102/?pg=30&pm=2&u1=friend
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Milestones

aPPoINTEd
Commissioner Linda bond as general of the Salvation 
army, the head of more than one million Salvationists in 123 
countries. Bond, 64, formerly headed the church’s work in the 
australia eastern Territory. She is the third woman and fourth 
Canadian to be appointed general in the church’s 146-year 
history. She succeeds Shaw Clifton at the international head-
quarters in the united Kingdom. 

susan schultz Huxman as president of Conrad Grebel 
university College in Waterloo, Ont., effective July 2011. Cur-

rently Dr. Huxman, an expert on rhetoric, 
media literacy and corporate communi-
cation, directs the elliott School of Com-
munication at Wichita State university 
in Kansas. at Grebel she will succeed 
Henry Paetkau, president since January 
2003.

Clyde Cowan as executive director of 
north american Indigenous ministries 
(naIm). He has served with the ministry 
since 1975. He succeeds Bill Tarter, who 
has led since 2004. naIm also recently 
moved its head office to abbotsford, 
B.C., after many years in Ladner, B.C.

John Wiseman of Calgary as executive 
director of Corpath Forums, a national 
business leader network that is “pur-
suing excellence in business, life and 
spirit.” He previously served as interim 

director. With forums in Toronto, edmonton, Calgary and 
vancouver, Corpath seeks to equip 
Christian CeOs and business owners 
through peer-led monthly forums that 
provide business guidance, support 
and spiritual direction. Corpath became 
independent of Christian Business min-
istries of Canada in late 2010.

Wayne Johnson of Calgary as president 
and CeO of Global PartnerLink, a Bible 
translation ministry spun off from Wycliffe International two 
years ago. Global PartnerLink helps fund translation and 
literacy ministries in developing countries led and staffed 
by (non-Western) nationals. Current projects involve 80 
languages, with plans to add 140 more within eight years. 
Johnson was the founding CeO of Opportunity International 
Canada and has also directed a Christian children’s camp and 
marketing consulting organization for non-profits.

adele Finney as interim executive director of the Primate’s 
World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF), a post she 

also held in 2006-2007. She succeeds Cheryl Curtis, who 
resigned as head of the charity associated with the anglican 
Church of Canada.

gary Walsh, former president of The evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada, as director of church relations for mc-
master Divinity College of Hamilton, Ont. Walsh has also 
served as president of Interdev (Seattle) and Opportunity 
International Canada, as well as vice president at Roberts 
Wesleyan College (Rochester, n.y.).

aWaRdEd
greg sczebel at the Junos, Canada’s annual mainstream 
music awards, for his album Love & the Lack Thereof (reviewed 
in our nov/Dec issue). also nominated for Contemporary 
Christian/Gospel album were article One, manafest, new-
worldson and Starfield. Other categories were won by the likes 
of neil young, arcade Fire and Justin Bieber.

Gospel singing legend george beverley shea, now 102, was 
honoured with a lifetime achievement award in February just 
before the Grammy awards, alongside Julie andrews, Dolly 
Parton and other entertainers. He was born and raised near 
Ottawa, his father a Wesleyan methodist minister, and found 
fame singing at Billy Graham crusades. Shea and Graham 
both now live in north Carolina.

REsIgNEd
Pat Nixon as CeO of the mustard Seed, a street mission in 
Calgary that he helped found 26 years ago and then led to the 
present annual budget of $18 million. aart Schuurman Hess, 
who joined in 2008, becomes Interim CeO and Chief adminis-
trative Officer.

ELECTEd
Ian Lawson as board chair of Compassion Canada. Rev. Law-
son is the lead pastor of the evangelical Free Church of Leth-
bridge, alta., where he has served since 1998. Compassion 
International, founded in 1952, works with 5,000 churches 
in 26 nations to bring care to more than one million impover-
ished children and families.

RETIRINg
Calvin brown as executive director of the Renewal Fellowship 
within the Presbyterian Church of Canada. a search is on for 
his replacement.

RELoCaTINg 
Media voice generation, which produces the weekly Tv 
show Listen up featuring Lorna Dueck, is moving this sum-
mer to a space in the CBC Broadcasting Centre in downtown 
Toronto. Listen up explores current affairs from a Christian 
perspective. It first aired in 1998 and has operated from the 
Crossroads Centre in Burlington, Ont.

Wayne Johnson

John Wiseman

susan schultz 
Huxman
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drama to stop people in their tracks, to create 
a sense of grandeur.” Despite other artistic 
ventures, depictions of big skies account for 
90 per cent of his work. In classic Thompson 
paintings land and sea act as a showcase for 
the breathtaking heavens above.

Thompson, who paints primarily in 
acrylics, has been refining his craft for the 
past 40 years. His paintings are on display in 
galleries across Canada and appear in both 
private and corporate collections around 
the world. Thompson works from his home 

F ine artist Doug Thompson grew up 
with his neck cricked back, taking in 
the ever-changing cloud formations 

that dominated the Western skies of his 
childhood. Now based in Whitby, Ont., 
Thompson conveys that sense of awe 
of creation in highly charged paintings 
of atmospheric effects, whether they be 
scenes of low-lying fog, stormy skies or 
immense prairie cloudscapes.

“I like vast spaces,” says Thompson. “[In 
my paintings] I want to generate enough 

Christian colleges often strive to combine courses that 
are theologically sound with practical training proven to 
equip students for work in the real world.

a new partnership between edmonton’s Taylor College and 
Seminary and Fusion International is aimed at doing just that.

Fusion started in australia in 1960 as a drop-in centre 
where youth from troubled backgrounds could hang out and 
hear about the Christian faith. although many of these young 
people responded well, their dysfunctional family lives caused 
much of this to unravel. So Fusion developed practical courses 
that equipped youth workers to help rebuild these fragmented 

communities and present opportunities for friendship evan-
gelism.

The president of Taylor, David Williams, flew to australia last 
year to take Fusion’s one-week Foundations course.

The aim of their partnership, Williams explains, is to offer 
students “real-life skills, not only for personal transformation, 
but also for community transformation.”

In 2003 Fusion came to edmonton and provided the 
Foundations course at the invitation of a local Christian leader 
who had seen their program in action while travelling through 
australia.

studio, painting largely from mem-
ory and with artistic licence. “My 
work is a true representation of 
God’s creation,” he says, although 
the scenes are never straight repro-
ductions of a place on a map.

As a Christian artist, it’s import-
ant to him that his work reflects 
and not denigrates the beauty in 
the ordered world around us. “We 
see the value God puts on His 
creation, and it points directly to 
Him,” Thompson says. Perhaps 
because of this desire to faithfully 
show truth, he devotes painstaking 
care to his art, pouring weeks of 
love and labour into each canvas. 
“Good art should be the objective,” 
he says, “as a reflection of the Mas-
ter artist.” 

His paintings also hint at stormy 
moments in his personal life. “Some 
of my earlier work depicted a single 
tree hanging on by its metaphorical 
fingernails, as I was expressing my 
own journey through the darkness 
and aloneness of depression.” His 
work (www.jdthompson.net) has 
evolved over the years, from can-

vases featuring a fair amount of dark to 
more light-filled ones today, mirroring the 
hope he’s discovering in his ongoing healing 
from depression.

Thompson, who worships at Carruth-
ers Creek Community Church in Ajax, Ont., 
longs for the wider Church to rediscover art 
as a tool to exhort and challenge. “Visual 
art, just like performance art, should be a 
valued layer in our worship . . . a visual re-
minder that our God is far more than beige 
or bland.”  FT                 –Stephanie Douglas

Painting Big Skies
We see the value God puts on His creation, 
and it points directly to Him: Doug Thompson. 

KingdomMatters   n   good news
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Fusion centres are growing rapidly and currently have a 
presence in Western Canada, the united Kingdom, the united 
States, Jamaica, South africa, China and Germany.

This year Taylor will offer the Foundations course to its stu-
dents and the follow-up Certificate in Community Transforma-
tion. The certificate course begins with three weeks of class 
time and then five months of field work with weekly lectures 
and workshops.

Part of Fusion’s fieldwork philosophy is to first discover and 
then set out to meet specific needs in each community. In ed-
monton a large number of school children were going to class 
without a morning meal. So breakfast clubs were started, 
allowing trained students to make meals for these school 

children and develop relationships with them.
Over the next four years Fusion plans to set up a missional 

training centre for all north america in conjunction with 
Taylor that will provide a full range of academically accredited 
courses.

Claire Bankole, on staff with Fusion australia, has spent the 
last two years based in edmonton to facilitate the partnership 
with Taylor.

“at this point  the only missional training centre we have is 
in australia, so this is huge,” Bankole says. “The dream is that 
ordinary people and young people, who want to see God’s King-
dom come in their community, will be trained and equipped to 
go back and be effective in their own area.”  FT                –Doris Fleck

Raised by a father who battled a sex-
ual addiction, Raena Peters of Win-
nipeg, Man., knows what it’s like 

to feel alone in a church largely silent on 
sensitive issues. 

But she experienced healing through her 
involvement with Living Waters Canada 
(LWC), a 20-year-old non-denominational 
ministry seeking to reach those damaged 
within the Church. Now Peters is sharing 
that healing as co-ordinator of The River, a 
new Living Waters program for youth.

“When I went through Living Waters at 
the age of 21, I was one of the youngest par-
ticipants,” she recalls. “If The River had been 
around earlier, I could have gone through 
the program with peers as early as the age 
of 17 or 18. Now we can offer that to others.”

The River (www.therivercanada.org) 
aims to reach Christian youth who struggle 
with sexual and relational identity. It con-

sists of worship, discussion, personal testi-
monies from LWC staff and volunteers, 
and a time of prayer revolving around ad-
dictions to pornography, confusion over 
gender identity, eating disorders and cut-
ting, same-sex attraction and more. 

It’s been hosted for the past two winters 
by local churches in both Vancouver and 
Winnipeg. The program includes three seg-
ments: Ignite, an introductory, one-time ses-
sion; Encounter, a four-part series and 360, 
a 10-week discipleship program. 

“We look at who is God the Father, 
and His design for us as relational, sexual 
beings,” says Matt Martin, national co-
ordinator and one of two staff employed 
by The River. “We look at Christ’s work 
on the cross and what that means for us, 
and how that power is released through 
forgiveness. And we look at confession.”

By tapping into foundational truths 

and being honest about personal struggles, 
LWC staff and volunteers help participants 
discover “affirmation, love and belonging 
in God, and empowerment to follow God 
in obedience,” explains Martin, based in 
Vancouver. 

The River’s most important message 
is “Whatever individuals struggle with, 
they are loved by a heavenly Father. And 
with God in the picture, there is real hope. 
They’re not alone. There are people who 
understand and can walk with them.” 

An educational curriculum based on The 
River will soon be adopted by Carver Chris-
tian High School in Burnaby, B.C.

“In the meantime we’re building rela-
tionships with pastors, and offering train-
ing for leaders,” says Martin, who hopes 
to see the program expand across Canada. 
“Rather than ignore the issues or go on the 
defence, we as a Church can stand and 
proclaim the gospel that there is healing 
for those who struggle.”  FT      

 –Emily Wierenga

We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.

                                 –Romans 6:4 tniv
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Sexual Healing Ministry 
for Christian Youth

The River, a non-denominational ministry, aims to reach Christian 
youth who struggle with sexual and relational identity.

http://www.therivercanada.org
http://WWW.DESIGNPICS.COM
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Helping Burmese 
Refugee Camps

Indiana Cungcin, pastor of City 
Church in Winnipeg, visited four 
Burmese refugee camps along the 

Burma/Thailand border in november. 
moved by the needs he encountered, 
Cungcin is responding. Once a refugee 
himself, Cungcin leads a ministry to 
immigrants and is head of a network of 
Chin churches in Canada. The Chin are 
one of several minority ethnic groups in 
Burma being persecuted by the major-
ity Burmans who want to enforce one 
religion (Buddhism) and one culture 
in the country. The Chin are mainly 
Christian.

There are approximately 700,000 
Burmese refugees worldwide. more 
than 300,000 live in Thailand – 140,000 
of them in nine refugee camps, includ-
ing the four visited by Cungcin. 

“most people want to go back to 
their country, but there is no chance. 
The best solution is to go to another 
country,” he explains. a return to 
Burma often means religious persecu-
tion, forced labour, forced relocation, 
imprisonment and torture. 

Cungcin says life is especially difficult 
for the youth living in the Thai refugee 
camps, many of whom were born in 
these “temporary” villages. “The think-
ing of the young people is that they have 
no hope at all. They cannot go back to 
their country. They cannot get out from 
the camp. If they leave the camp, they 
will get caught by the Thai guards and 
sent back to Burma.”  

youth have little to do after finishing 
the high school offered in the camps. 
“The young people can only stay home 
to eat and sleep,” Cungcin says. Drugs, 
alcohol, premarital sex and suicide are 
all prevalent. 

according to Cungcin, each 
camp has at least 10 active churches 
comprised of 300 to 500 adults per 
congregation. During his visit Cungcin 
asked the pastors what they most 
needed. “The most they are asking for 
is education for their kids, a roof for 
their church and Bibles.”

Cungcin is producing some short 
documentaries about Burmese refu-
gees, gathering Bibles and Christian ma-
terials, and organizing a medical mission 
trip to the Thai camps in 2012 to help 
meet some of the needs he discovered 
during his visit.   FT            –Sandra Reimer

I never really had a 
passion for designing 
clothes,” says Jared 

Henriques, the 19-year-
old founder of Pocket 
Change Apparel, a new 
Canadian snow and 
skate clothing company. 
Henriques is a business 
student at the Univer-
sity of Ontario Institute 
of Technology (UOIT) 
in Oshawa, Ont., who 
wanted a way to donate 
funds to Compassion 
International. 

“I wanted to sponsor 
[a child] but knew that 
I didn’t have 50 dollars 
a month, and realized 
that most people my age 
didn’t have it, either,” says 
Henriques. “When I was 
thinking of ways 
we could give back 
through practical 
products, clothing 
just jumped out at 
me because I had 
no musical talent 
and I liked buying 
clothes.”

The self -pro-
claimed “punk kid” 
founded Pocket 
Change Apparel (www.pocketchange-
apparel.ca) in 2010. The clothing is made 
in the developing world, but Henriques 
ensures the company pays fair wages for 
its employees – and donates all profits to 
Compassion. 

“Pocket Change is a secular clothing com-
pany built firmly on the foundation of Jesus 
Christ,” he says. “We are not out there shar-
ing the gospel with our words exactly, but 
rather with our actions. We want to make 
generosity instinctive.”

The company logo represents Henriques’ 
passion, combining a dollar sign with a 

heart. “We are trying to create a tangible 
way for people to give,” says Henriques, 
who, alongside three partners, volunteers 
his time and efforts. “If they [consumers] 
are going to buy a shirt, why not buy one 
that goes to help others?” Pocket Change 
has sold more than 1,000 T-shirts and 100 
hoodies since its inception. He hopes to 
expand into hats and tank tops over the 
coming year. 

In the meantime, “We will continue to 
build our company around people who are 
passionate about our vision,” he says. FT       

–Emily Wierenga

KingdomMatters   n   good news

Funky Clothes 
Fund Kingdom Work

Jared Henriques (left) founded 
Pocket Change Apparel, a new 
Canadian snow and skate cloth-
ing company.
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T
wo afghanistan battles book-
end nathan Justice’s Path of the 

Warrior: Spiritual Lessons from the 

Frontlines – it’s what happens between 
them that makes the difference.

a corporal with the Princess Patri-
cia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI), 
Justice’s first tour of duty ended after 
a march 2006 accident. He and four 
others were injured and two were killed 
when their armoured vehicle struck an 
afghan taxi and rolled off a highway.

“It was my wake-up call,” recalls Justice, realizing his life 
could be gone in a second. Returning to the PPCLI base in 
Shilo, man., Justice turned to alcohol and drugs to cope. Then 
he turned to God.

“God can take any one of us, pick us up from the deepest 
pit and do things we never thought possible,” he says. “He 
took me from a life of addictions and despair to a life of joy 
and fulfillment.”

after reorienting his life, Justice returned to afghanistan. 
In his book he describes the scene as the Hercules lifted 
off for the return trip’s final leg: “a buddy leaned over to me 
and said, ‘are you ready?’ I looked at him, and without even 
thinking, I replied, ‘I don’t know, dude.’ But I knew people 

were praying, and I knew who was with us.” 
Justice, a “new believer, raw and emotional,” became 

his platoon’s de facto spiritual leader, leading them in 
prayer before each mission. In September 2008, weeks 
from finishing his tour, Justice’s platoon was ambushed 
in the Zhari District of Kandahar province and three 
more comrades were killed.

Returning to base, Justice “didn’t know what to say 
to God.” His swirling thoughts were interrupted by a 
comrade, saying the platoon was waiting: “I looked 
up and saw a group of men in a circle all looking at me. 
They were waiting for me to pray,” he writes. “It started 
to make sense to me. I didn’t have all the answers, but I 

knew what my purpose was.”
Path of the Warrior tells his story and looks at how hard-

ships shape our spiritual lives.
“When I’m too weak to deal with certain emotions or don’t 

understand something, I have to look to God,” says Justice. 
“The deeper the hardship I have to face, the higher I have to 
reach God. He always pulls me out.”

Since returning to Canada, Justice transferred to the 
air force and is now studying to be a firefighter. He, his wife 
anathale-Lee and son Christian moved to Canadian Forces 
Base Borden, near Barrie, Ont. Justice intends to eventually 
pursue Bible school and possibly military chaplaincy.   FT      

  –Robert White

Canadian Evangelicals are helping 
build an innovative theological 
education program for aboriginal 

students in North America.
Terry LeBlanc and Ray Aldred, both of 

Alberta, are leaders with the North Amer-
ican Institute for Indigenous Theological 
Studies (NAIITS). Both are also members 
of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s 
(EFC) Council for Aboriginal Ministry 
Leaders.

The new culturally sensitive program 
uses instructional approaches and materi-
als developed by NAIITS, offered through 
a partnership with George Fox Evangelical 
Seminary in Newburg, Oregon. 

“The whole program is deeply rooted 
in Native thought and reflects Native con-
cerns,” says LeBlanc, founding chair and 
now executive director of NAIITS. The first 
offering of the new collaboration is an MA 
degree in intercultural studies (see www.
naiits.com). Theological education and 
leadership development are key elements. 

The first course began in February and, 
at press time, 12 students had applied. All 
NAIITS courses will be written, directed 
and taught by a faculty of international Na-
tive scholars. Some will be available online, 
allowing students to pursue further educa-
tion without leaving their own commun-
ities. Others will blend online study with 
face-to-face time with faculty members. 

Some courses will be presented in in-
tense one- or three-week blocks. Some are 
scheduled in conjunction with NAIITS’ an-
nual Symposium on Native North Amer-
ican Theology. This year’s symposium, 
“Ways of Knowing: Exploring Indigenous 
Ways of Understanding,” will be held in 
June at Ambrose University College and 
Seminary in Calgary.

The partnership between NAIITS and 
the Oregon seminary is the “kind of thing 
we have hoped for since our first sympo-
sium 10 years ago,” says Aldred, a theology 
professor at Ambrose and incoming chair 
of the NAIITS board. 

It’s all part of an even larger vision for 
NAIITS to provide a range of innovative and 
culturally sensitive opportunities for theo-
logical education for Native North American 
students. NAIITS leaders are now exploring 
the idea of a practice-led Ph.D. program in 
partnership with the University of Dundee 
in Scotland.   FT             –Mary Lou Harrison

A Soldier’s Story

Theological Education for Aboriginal People    

Terry LeBlanc

Word Alive Press, 2009.

http://www.naiits.com
http://www.naiits.com
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1926676653/ref=nosim/christianityc-20


14 / FaithToday    n    May / June 2011

Conrad Black, while not talking about abortion, once 
lamented the lack of a substantive debate on principles 
that shape Canada, and I agree. He wrote: “Despite the lip 
service still given to our Judeo-Christian traditions, most of 
the political leadership in Canada, left and right, unctuous-
ly invoke the separation of church and state to debunk 
any philosophical restraints on societal behaviour or the 
prerogatives of government. Concerns that the bourgeois 
values and religiosity that accompanied 19th-century in-
dustrialization and provided some conscientious limits to 
it, or at least a receptivity to reform at times, are routinely 
dismissed as atavistic humbug better ground to powder 
in the gears of competing political and economic interests 
played out in the political process.”

Let’s remember that these historic “values and religi-
osity” were the ones that animated the development of 
hospitals, social welfare agencies and other institutions 
cherished by Canadians today. Christian-based move-
ments were at the forefront because they applied biblical 
principles that all Canadians recognized as wise.

Without social and moral principles to guide our inter-
actions, especially with those vulnerable and unrelated 
to us, we are prone to become self-interested and indif-
ferent. Consider how many election promises focused 
on enabling Canadians to care for themselves or their 
own families. 

But we also need public discussion about the prin-
ciples that will sustain the willingness of Canadians to 
care for others – a costly activity – especially in tough 
times. Consider health care: as costs increase per capita 
and demographic projections point to the increased tax 
burden of an aging population, we must go beyond asking 
about costs to ask if the next generation would be willing 
to shoulder the financial and social responsibility of car-
ing for the elderly. 

Our historic and present-day Judeo-Christian trad-
itions teach a strong work ethic, social responsibility, self-
restraint, generosity and compassion, particularly for vul-
nerable people. As Canadian Christians, we cannot take 
these norms for granted. We must continue to nurture and 
proclaim our faith in Christ both in word and deed, a faith 
manifest in loving God and our neighbour – also made in 
God’s image – as we love ourselves. This critical part of 
our witness undergirds our pursuit of laws and policies 
that protect and nurture life.  FT

bRUCE J. CLEMENgER is the president of The 
evangelical Fellowship of Canada. Read more 
of his columns at theeFC.ca/clemenger.

ThegatheringPlace   n   By BRuCe J. CLemenGeR

Together for influence, impact and identity 
The evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of 
evangelicals gathered together for influence, impact and identity 
in ministry and public witness. Since 1964 the eFC has provided 
a national forum for evangelicals and a constructive voice for bibli-
cal principles in life and society. visit us at theeFC.ca.

The reconfirmation during the election that the 
Conservative Party will not legislate in the area of 
protecting the unborn again confirms that none 

of the mainstream federal parties is pro-life. We continue 
to be one of the few countries in the world with no laws 
protecting unborn children.

This absence of protection is not supported by the major-
ity of Canadians. Environics polls since 2002 have found the 
majority of Canadians believe human life should be legally 
protected some time prior to birth. Why then can a child 
considered viable at 25 weeks’ gestation in one location 
be purposefully killed in an abortion clinic across town? 
What does it say about a society when debate about such a 
profoundly important issue is considered a political liability, 
even when most Canadians are open to change?

Christians are motivated to protect and care for the 
vulnerable and the weak, including those yet to be born, 
by the belief that life is a gift from God and that all humans 
are created in God’s image. These beliefs cause us to affirm 
the dignity of all, a norm that undergirds contemporary 
notions of universal human rights. 

Public discussion of issues like abortion and human 
rights – and so many other issues – should cause us to ask 
others about the beliefs and principles that shape their 
positions on these issues. It’s a key question for all of us: 
What are the sources of the norms that guide our laws? 
How are these sources being nurtured? 

If the principles that affirm the dignity of human life 
are not affirmed and nourished, they will be unable to 
sustain the life-affirming institutions and policies they 
undergird (universal health care, for example).

What Principles 
sustain our Laws?
If we don’t nurture the principles that 
sustain our social programs, we may 
lose the will to maintain them.

http://theeFC.ca
http://theeFC.ca/clemenger
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Interfaith declaration on Poverty

EFC staff participated with other groups in the Faith 
and Poverty Forum in March in Ottawa and contrib-
uted to an interfaith declaration titled “A Time for 

Inspired Leadership and Action,” available at theEFC.ca/
PovertyID (or in French at theEFC.ca/PovertyIDF).

EFC President Bruce Clemenger spoke at the opening of 
the forum, and EFC Policy Analyst Julia Beazley was one 
of the presenters in the EFC co-sponsored event. The text of 
Beazley’s presentation is available at theEFC.ca/PovertyP. 

The forum brought together faith leaders and Members 
of Parliament from the standing committee on human re-
sources (HUMA) to dialogue about poverty in Canada. The 
HUMA committee recently released a major report on pov-
erty endorsed by the four federal parties. 

Around the same time in March, the EFC’s office in Ot-
tawa hosted meetings to encourage the federal government 
and all political parties to ensure Canada does its part to try 
to cut global poverty in half by 2015, one of the Millennium 
Development Goals previously affirmed by many national 
governments as well as the Parliament of Canada.

EFC Election Resources
When the federal election was called in March, the EFC 
released a free kit of resources about voting, hosting an all-
candidates debate at a church, and more. Visit theEFC.ca/
election if you missed it.

Responding to Japan disasters
Visit theEFC.ca/disaster for tips on responding to internation-
al disasters such as the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear ac-
cidents in Japan in March. The webpage includes a link to our 
Affiliate Search function, where you can type a term such as 
“Japan” to call up webpages of Canadian Christian charities 
affiliated with the EFC and welcoming your donations. 

New EFC video Clips on adoption, Religious 
Freedom, Prostitution
Bruce J. Clemenger, president of the EFC, recently appeared 
on 100 Huntley Street to speak on adoption, fostering, and 
the welfare of children in Canada. See theEFC.ca/broadcasts.

The EFC’s Faye Sonier explained and commented on the 
Saskatchewan decision to infringe the religious freedoms of 
government employees known as marriage commissioners 
in a TV news report. See theEFC.ca/broadcasts.

The EFC’s policy analyst Julia Beazley discusses some 
misconceptions about prostitution in Canada, advocating 
a different understanding of what is mistakenly termed the 
world’s oldest profession, and suggesting a better, more just 
way forward. See theEFC.ca/prostitution.

broadcast Complaint
Radio-Canada, the French-language CBC service, broadcast 
a half-hour documentary in February slandering Canadian 

Evangelicals. In response, the EFC filed a complaint with 
the Broadcast Standards Council.

In the program Enquête and its promotional material 
on the CBC website, Evangelicals are portrayed as having 
privileged access to parliamentarians. The episode focused 
on controversial issues and imagery and failed to provide 
an equitable portrayal of Evangelical Christians.

“Many of the tactics used in the program contravene the 
Canadian Association of Broadcasters’ Code of Ethics, the 
Equitable Portrayal Code and the Radio Television News 
Directors Association of Canada’s Code of Ethics,” says Don 
Hutchinson, EFC vice-president and legal counsel. See more 
at his recent blog posting “Reason and Religion” at Acti-
vateCFPL.theEFC.ca.

Internet bill Passed
Bill C-22, An Act respecting the mandatory reporting of Internet 
child pornography by persons who provide an Internet service, 
became law March 23. This legislation helps protect children 
from exploitation by requiring suppliers of Internet services 
to report online child pornography.

EFC representatives met in March with Canada’s Min-
ister of Justice Rob Nicholson to commend the government 
for the recent passage of this bill.

The EFC also expressed continuing support for Bill C-54, 
Protecting Children from Sexual Predators Act (at that time in 
committee after second reading in the House of Commons); 
and to discuss Canada’s prostitution laws and current legal 
challenges to them. 

The meeting included EFC Vice-President Don Hutch-
inson and EFC Policy Analyst Julia Beazley.

New Financial savings
EFC affiliates now enjoy discounts on valuable products 
and services such as hotel stays, books and resources, long 
distance calling, graphic design and more from companies 
across Canada. Visit theEFC.ca/benefits for details.

Qur’an violence Condemned
The EFC’s Geoff Tunnicliffe, who also serves as CEO and 
secretary general of the World Evangelical Alliance, con-
demned the burning of the Qur’an in a church led by Amer-
ican pastor Terry Jones and the international violence that 
erupted in March in response to the burning, including the 
killing of United Nations workers in Afghanistan.

The WEA says no book of any faith community should 
ever be burned or desecrated in any way, and calls on all 
Christians to refrain from disrespectful and provocative ac-
tivities towards all other religions.

The WEA is asking Muslim leaders to call their com-
munities to peace and to publicize worldwide Christian 
condemnation of this tiny extremist group who have burnt 
the Qur’an. The WEA also calls upon its global community 
to pray for peace and an end to this and all violence.  FT

http://theEFC.ca/PovertyID
http://theEFC.ca/PovertyIDF
http://theEFC.ca/PovertyP
http://theEFC.ca/election
http://theEFC.ca/disaster
http://theEFC.ca/broadcasts
http://theEFC.ca/broadcasts
http://theEFC.ca/prostitution
http://theEFC.ca/benefits
http://theEFC.ca/PovertyID
http://theEFC.ca/election
http://ActivateCFPL.theEFC.ca
http://ActivateCFPL.theEFC.ca
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Welcome again to the new 
Hinge page in Faith Today, 
a space dedicated to shar-
ing some of the key concepts 
discussed at the Hinge Confer-
ence on Church & mission, held 
in nov. 2010 and facilitated by 
The evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada. video segments from 
the event are available at 
theeFC.ca/hinge.

This month’s writer, Dr. 
arnold neufeldt-Fast, suggests 
the following resources for 
further reading:

The doctrine of the Trinity
•   www.tyndale.ca/seminary/

mtsmodular/reading-rooms/
theology/trinity

being Missional
•  www.tyndale.ca/seminary/ 

mtsmodular/reading-rooms/
missional

How These Themes Intersect
•		The WItness of God: The Trin-

ity, missio Dei, Karl Barth, and 
the Nature of the Christian 
Community by John Flett 
(eerdmans, 2010). Curious 
readers can browse most of 
this book online at books.
google.ca.

 

a s we begin to reflect on the mission 
of the Church, on what it exists to 
do, there are several reasons why we 

should start with doctrine, specifically with 
the Trinity. 

First, the doctrine obliges us to think 
about Jesus of Nazareth in divine terms, as 
the unique Word of God incarnate. If we think 
little of Christ, writes the author of 2 
Clement (written ca. 150), “we shall 
also hope but to receive small things 
from Him.” 

Second, the doctrine obliges us 
to Christianize our concept of God, 
to think of how God used the Cruci-
fixion and Resurrection to more 
fully define himself as “the union 
of death and life for the sake of 
life.” Thus we must think of “God as 
love,” as German theologian Eberhard Jüngel 
would have it. 

Third, the doctrine – or better, the revelation 
of God in Christ – demands a new framing of 
fundamental questions about the nature of be-
ing and the meaning, purpose and direction of 
the cosmos. All other explanations, philosoph-
ical or mythological, are relativized by the basic 
confession that the Creator has pitched His tent 
among us. This is the “hinge” around which 
all reality is “now to be understood and inter-
preted,” writes Alan Roxburgh, the influential 
Vancouver missiologist. 

Trinitarian reflection begins with attention 
to God’s own self-revelation in Jesus Christ as 
love, and leads to the astonished question: 
What must be true of God and reality if this 
can happen? Where the Church doesn’t begin 
with this basic reflection, it’s incapable of iden-
tifying and addressing its own cultural trap-
pings, addictions and idolatries from which it 
needs redemption. 

By and large our returning missionaries 
have been first to see the urgency and biblical 
appropriateness of a trinitarian starting point 
for mission. For centuries, mission was under-
stood in terms of the Church trying to connect 
God with the world – to “bridge the gap.” Yet 
Scripture points first and fundamentally to a 

God who defines himself not as distant and 
timeless, but as God-with and God-for human-
ity. The Father sends the Son and, together 
with the Son, sends the Spirit; and it’s God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit who also sends the 
Church into the world. 

We won’t get this with strict monotheism. 
There, God’s work of salvation is at best a 

second step, an overflow of God’s 
complete and perfect being. In such 
thinking mission inevitably becomes 
secondary for the Church’s self-
understanding. The ecclesiastical in-
stitution becomes the true Christian 
end of mission. The Church in North 
America is deeply steeped in this pat-
tern of thinking – we still hear all too 
often the phrase “the Church with its 
mission” instead of “the Church join-

ing in with God’s mission.” The old way of 
thinking devotes more attention to worship 
rather than mission, for example. Missional 
theology challenges this pattern.

If we begin our reflections on Church and 
mission within God’s own trinitarian move-
ment, we may make the biblical assumption 
that God is already present and redemptively 
active in the world. The Church is not called to 
bridge an apparent gap between God and the 
world, or to look for some “common ground” 
to bridge the gap. This is how mission has long 
been conceived. It forgets that God has and is 
bridging the gap. 

But does this paradigm shift not weaken 
the call to mission? On the contrary: It as-
sumes the Church doesn’t exist apart from its 
witness – from its call to announce the coming 
Kingdom of God and thus the reconciliation 
of the world using evangelisms of conver-
sion, discipleship, justice and culture. Within 
this solid theological framework where God 
is seen as a missionary God, the Church in 
North America too can rediscover its identity 
as a missional Church.  FT

aRNoLd NEUFELdT-FasT is an associate 
professor of theology and associate academic 

dean at Tyndale Seminary, Toronto.

The Triune, Missional god
By Arnold Neufeldt-Fast

Instead of bridging a gap between God and the world, the 
Church is called to join a God who is already at work here.

HingeReflectingonChurch&Mission   n   FROm THe HInGe COnFeRenCe On CHuRCH & mISSIOn

Arnold 
Neufeldt-Fast

http://theeFC.ca/hinge
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/theology/trinity
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/missional
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/theology/trinity
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/theology/trinity
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/missional
http://www.tyndale.ca/seminary/mtsmodular/reading-rooms/missional
http://books.google.ca/books?id=Hy-O_6UUlV0C&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Witness%20of%20God%3A%20The%20Trinity&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=Hy-O_6UUlV0C&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20Witness%20of%20God%3A%20The%20Trinity&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
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being pro-life does not require being or be-
coming Christian – or embracing some 
other life-affirming religion. It simply 

requires understanding that if a life is human 
after birth, it must be human before as well. 
It also means respecting that all human life is 
valuable – from conception to the deathbed 
and every stage in between.

The prime minister and the other major 
party leaders stated when campaigning for 
their jobs that they would not encourage par-
liamentary debate on limiting abortion or rec-
ognizing the rights of the unborn.

However the Supreme Court of Canada, in 
its 1988 decision in R. v. Morgentaler, says that 
Parliament is the right place for the debate. 
And, in addition to the party leaders, there are 
304 other Members of Parliament and 105 
Senators who may bring that debate into Par-
liament. The debate has already been taking 
place in the media and the public square for 
years – bringing it into Parliament would be 
the way to seek resolution.

Despite the popular mythology in Canada, 
neither Parliament nor the Supreme Court has 
ever declared there is a right to abortion. The 
Court’s decision in R. v. Morgentaler declared 
the pre-1988 law unconstitutional because its 
complexity prevented equal application across 
the nation. There was a law proposed in Parlia-

ment that passed the House of Commons and 
then faced a tie vote in the Senate on its third 
and final reading before it was to become law. 
Parliamentary practice resulted in the Speaker 
of the Senate voting against the bill. After pass-
ing three votes in the House of Commons and 
two in the Senate, Bill C-43 died in an uncanny 
43-43 tie vote on January 31, 1991, three years 
and three days after the Supreme Court struck 
down the old law.

Despite the word on the street, it is legal in 
Canada to abort a child right up until the mo-
ment of live birth – nine months less a breath. 
A November 2008 Environics poll reveals that 6 
in 10 Canadians think nine months is too long. 
And two-thirds of us think women considering 
an abortion should have the potential conse-
quences better explained before the procedure.

Why march for life? Human lives are be-
ing destroyed – over 100,000 a year in the 
womb and as many of the mothers and fathers 
again who are left to struggle with the decision 
made, the life lost and the recognized medical 
consequences of the increased risk of depres-
sion and suicide.

Whether the National March for Life that 
begins in Ottawa on Parliament 
Hill (this year on Thursday, May 
12 at noon) or one of the regional 
marches, the event is open to all 
who would send a signal through 
peaceful assembly. If you can’t 
make a march – even if you can 
– why not write a respectful letter 
stating your position to your Mem-
ber of Parliament and/or Senator? 
The postage is free. The message is 
priceless. FT

doN HUTCHINsoN is the vice-
president, general legal counsel, 

and director of the Centre for 
Faith and Public Life at The evan-

gelical Fellowship of Canada.

What Can I do?
(How can I activate myself to be 
a world changer?)

For how to contact your mP 

and other tips on praying, 

petitions and more:

 www.theeFC.ca/takeaction

For current news reports 

and updates on issues of 

interest to Canadian evangelicals:

 http://twitter.com/activateCFPL

For our blog of current com-

mentary on matters  of law 

and public policy:

 www.theeFC.ca/activateCFPL

For background materials 

and reports produced 

 by the eFC:

 www.theeFC.ca/socialissues

For more detailed statistics 

and eFC research:

 www.churchandfaithtrends.ca

For tips on useful statistics 

and eFC research: 

 http://twitter.com/eFCresearch

For informative eFC videos 

on youTube:

 www.youtube.com/user/

 theeFCca

For informative eFC videos 

on vimeo:

 http://vimeo.com/user969491/

videos/sort:date

Why March 
for Life?
By Don Hutchinson

activateChangeYourWorld   n   FROm THe eFC’S CenTRe FOR FaITH & PuBLIC LIFe

Don Hutchinson addresses the 2010 
March for Life on Parliament Hill.

Bruce J. Clemenger, president of 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 
opens the 2009 March for Life in prayer.

http://www.theeFC.ca/takeaction
http://twitter.com/activateCFPL
http://www.theeFC.ca/activateCFPL
http://www.theeFC.ca/socialissues
http://www.churchandfaithtrends.ca
http://twitter.com/eFCresearch
http://www.youtube.com/user/theEFCca
http://www.youtube.com/user/theEFCca
http://vimeo.com/user969491/videos/sort:date
http://vimeo.com/user969491/videos/sort:date
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W
hen 23-year-old Ruth Lobo was arrested 
last fall for a controversial display her pro-
life group set up at Carleton University, 
she set off a minor media storm. Even 
the Canadian Civil Liberties Association 

weighed in, arguing the student had a right to her voice 
on her own campus – even though they  might not agree 
with what Lobo’s display said.

A year earlier, an elementary school student – Lia 
Mills of Toronto, then age 12 – chose abortion as her topic 
for a school public speaking contest. De-
spite opposition and threatened back-
lash, she placed first in the competition. 

Then there’s American Abbey John-
son, a young woman who watched an 
ultrasound monitor in a Texas abortion 
clinic as an unborn child recoiled from 
the instruments. She is now a vocal pro-
life advocate. 

Or consider Gianna Jessen, 32, who 
addresses audiences around the world 
about her life – a life her biological mother tried to end 
in a late-term abortion. She continues to tell everyone: 
“I didn’t survive so I can make everyone comfortable.”

Articulate, educated young women who embrace the 
gains of the women’s liberation movement – this is the 
face of today’s pro-life movement. Look at any photo or 
video from the annual March for Life on Parliament Hill 
and you’ll see them – row on row of young women ener-
getically propelling their banners forward.

Though men of all ages also number among the pro-
life movement’s ranks, young women stand out because 
“the unconvinced in our country are willing and able to 
listen to a young woman’s voice more than a man, no 
matter what his age,” according  to Andrea Mrozek, 35, 
founder of Canadian advocacy group ProWomanProLife.

What’s more, their presence “counters the inaccurate 
stereotype that it is paternalistic men seeking to restrict 
women’s rights,” adds EFC legal counsel Faye Sonier, 

28. “We can and will speak for ourselves. A woman can 
be pro-life.”

These young women aren’t just bringing a message – 
they are the message. 

Raised by baby boomers whose bid for social and sex-
ual freedom included divorce and abortion, these women 
embrace a feminism that allows a pro-life perspective. 

“They’re tired of hearing that if you’re intelligent, you 
must be pro-choice, and they’re saying ,‘Don’t advocate 
abortion on my behalf,’ ” says Jennifer Derwey, a 29-year-

old Nova Scotia resident and member 
of Feminists for Life of America. “In 
fact, if I had to guess who was pro-life 
on campus – the 22-year-old or the 
52-year-old – I’d guess the 22-year-old 
every time.”

Although university classrooms – in 
women’s studies, sociology, philosophy 
and sometimes even religious studies – 
promote a pro-abortion position, many 
young women reject that viewpoint, 

Derwey adds, “because they have seen the [physical 
and psychological] damage abortion causes, and how 
it affects economic minorities more than middle-class 
women. Susan B. Anthony in the 19th century said those 
who drove women to abortion need to shoulder more 
guilt. The root of the issue was poverty and the status 
of women.”

Not so long ago Derwey was pro-choice herself. That 
is until she researched military rape in the Congo for a 
graduate degree: “It seemed to me that Western funding 
for abortion in the Congo was only going to further the 
systemization of abuse that imprisoned these women. 
The stories and images haunted me.” 

As surprising as it might sound, it’s women’s rights 
that actually inform much of the pro-life message these 
days. “There is clear evidence that abortion negatively 
affects women in physical and emotional ways,” Sonier 
says. “It is not a quick and simple procedure, like remov-

The Canadian movement advocating for the sanctity of life from 
conception until natural death has a refreshing – and some may 
find surprising – face today.                                                     By Alex newman
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http://www.prowomanprolife.org/


/ 19may / June 2011    n    FaithToday / 19 may / June 2011    n    FaithToday

articulate, educated young women who embrace the gains of the women’s 
liberation movement – this is the face of today’s pro-life movement. 
(L-R): Ruth Lobo, Faye sonier, andrea Mrozek and stephanie gray.

Young, Female –  and Pro-Life
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ing a tonsil, but affects women’s lives profoundly. For one 
thing, it affects the number of baby girls being born due 
to sex selection and gendercide.”

Having benefitted from a generation or two of liber-
ated women behind them, young, pro-life women aren’t 
only interested in legislation. Most are more focused on 
changing hearts and minds. Andrea Mrozek’s long-term 
intention in starting ProWomanProLife in 2007 was to 
“create a Canada where demand for abortions dwindles 
and decreases until there’s none left, not because it was 
forced upon anyone, but because that is what women 
choose.”

Véronique Bergeron, a 37-year-old lawyer and univer-
sity lecturer of ethics in Ottawa, thinks this 
is a realistic goal, especially given the huge 
number of childless couples who head to 
fertility clinics or want to adopt. 

At the same time young pro-life women 
also recognize choosing life is not easy. 
Bergeron, for example, was brought up 
with an intellectual understanding of her 
choices, but as a 21-year-old university stu-
dent faced with her own unplanned preg-
nancy, she knew “there was no choice. I 
realized then where I stood on the issue.” 

She was fortunate – her boyfriend was finished school, 
working and unfazed by the pregnancy, and both sets of 
parents were supportive. The couple married and now 
have six children. But it could’ve been very different, Ber-
geron admits: “When a girl is pregnant and her boyfriend 
and the parents are pushing her towards abortion, it’s not 
enough to tell her to have the baby, and you’ll see how 
awesome it is, because that is very naive.”

Although Bergeron says the pro-life message has 
changed from “God hates abortion” (which “won’t save 
the babies of women who don’t believe in God”) to defin-
ing what it means to be a human being, she believes still 
more changes are needed. 

Not only should adoption be promoted, she argues, 
but there must also be a cultural shift to address “the 
disengagement of men. If a guy offers to pay for abortion 
and the girl declines, they think they did the honourable 
thing.” 

And despite unprecedented sexual freedom, preg-
nancy remains a social stigma. Bergeron remembers 
the almost angry shock of other female students with 
her decision to have the baby (who is now 15). Some 
even shunned her. 

Sadly, women’s liberation has been achieved by ignor-
ing “our reproductive abilities,” Bergeron says. “I advo-
cate for a complete liberation of women that includes the 
fact that they bear and deliver children. Equality is not 
achieved when women need to undergo such an invasive 
and damaging procedure to gain equal footing with men.” 

While each of these young women is passionate about 
feminism, women’s health and well-being, not one has 
forgotten the pro-life movement’s fundamental message: 
Abortion kills babies. And babies are people. Period. 

Stephanie Gray, 30, is director of Calgary’s Canadian 
Centre for Bio-ethical Reform, an educational pro-life or-
ganization whose mission is to “make abortion unthink-
able.” Gray helps train other pro-life leaders to speak 
publicly and convincingly that the unborn are “persons 
like us, and therefore deserving of the same protections 
and respect.”

From this standpoint Gray manages to break down 
every argument for abortion when she gives speeches 

across Canada. Whether it’s incest, rape, 
cultural preferences for boy babies, career 
ambition, family pressure or mental stress, 
we need to ask: If these same pressures 
came to bear on the parents of a born 
child, would they choose to kill that child? 
“And the answer is always no.” 

As powerful as words can be, they’re 
no match for the graphic, unforgettable 
images that provide the proof. Thanks to 
technology we now have ultrasound im-

agery – and though many pro-lifers can’t stomach the 
disturbing pictures showing the results of abortions, they 
do defend their use as a kind of journalistic truth-telling. 

“Regardless of where people stand on the abortion 
issue,” Mrozek says, “all agree about being allowed to 
voice your opinions. And if other groups are allowed to 
show pictures of atrocities, so should they.”

Though Mrozek’s own approach is different, she ad-
mits for “someone who’s been fed euphemisms about re-
productive choice by mainstream media, it’s not enough 
to speak softly. They have no idea what happens in an 
abortion, but those images will show them.”

One thing that has fuelled the message and redoubled 
the movement’s strength is the Internet. 

As Joanne Byfield, president of Ottawa-based educa-
tional group LifeCanada explains, “We have been pretty 
much shut out of mainstream media in just about every 
way. We’ve had to turn to the Internet – through blogs, 
Twitter and Facebook – to connect with each other, en-
gage in discussion and get the info out.”

Byfield, who has been involved for almost two dec-
ades in a number of pro-life organizations, has watched 
this evolution unfold. She says the pro-life movement 
has been “underground” so long, it has learned ways 
to mobilize – much like the Early Church had to. She 
cites CBC’s Great Canadian Wish project in 2007. The 
public was invited to post their top wish for Canada. The 
results were astonishing. The top wish supported by the 
most votes was to stop abortion in Canada, outraging 
some CBC regulars so much they tried to get the project 

The Internet 
has fuelled 

the message and 
redoubled the 
movement’s 

strength.
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shut down, Byfield says. 
And there can be no denying pro-

life’s growing strength. Whether it’s 
cyclical, as Byfield suggests – waves 
of apathy followed by waves of 
awakening – or if technology and 
vibrant young women are effecting 
the change together, it’s hard to say. 

Derwey has seen this in action: 
“Universities have more pro-life 
groups being created all the time. 
The younger generation in Canada is 
becoming increasingly and actively 
pro-life, and you see thousands show 
up, every time, for the March for Life 
in Ottawa.”

Others have taken note as well. 
MP Olivia Chow, NDP, sounded on 
the defensive when she shared her 
thoughts recently with a pro-choice 
group: “We know that the majority 
of Canadians support our cause, 
support choice, support the right for 
a woman to make a decision, sup-
port the fact that every child born 
should be loved and wanted. The 
majority of Canadians believe that.”

In fact, the majority of Canadians 
do not support abortion. Although 
Canada is the only country in the 
developed world with no legal limits 
on abortion through all nine months 
of pregnancy, almost 60 per cent 
support legal protection for unborn 
children. Most of the time, people 
don’t agree with abortion, but they 
stop short of infringing on the right 
of another to have one.

That said, young pro-life women 
also recognize some of the concerns 
of their sisters on the pro-choice side. 
Gray points out:  “The pro-choice 
proponents are not the enemy – the 
sin of abortion is.”

Like their parents opposing the Vietnam war, or their 
great-grandparents supporting suffragettes, many young 
pro-life people agree this is a social justice issue about the 
inhumane treatment of the weak, and about recognizing 
who is a person. 

“Our record in deciding who’s human and who’s not 
– women, blacks, Jews – is not great,” laments Bergeron. 
“In every case we were proven wrong, and we are now 
ashamed, but it takes several generations to change that 
thinking. Between the end of slavery and now is a long 

time, but I think we’re definitely heading towards that 
with the [unborn child], and that the line in the sand has 
been drawn.”

Young women today are the greatest beneficiaries of 
those social reforms – as well as being survivors of a 
generation that has only known legal abortion. Not only 
do they realize they have a voice to protect the weak, says 
Stephanie Gray, they’re using it.   FT

aLEx NEWMaN of Toronto is a senior writer 
at Faith Today.

The younger generation in Canada is becoming increasingly and 
actively pro-life, and you see thousands show up, every time, for the 
March for Life in Ottawa: Jennifer Derwey.
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Shortly after midnight the hangar at Canadian Forces 
Base Petawawa, near Ottawa, bustles with activity as 
150 soldiers prepare to deploy for Afghanistan. The 

brigade commander speaks words of farewell and then 
asks Capt. Ray Smith, the Headquarters and Signals Regi-
ment chaplain, to pray. Smith asks for God’s blessing and 
protection on those leaving for Afghanistan’s battlefields.

As buses arrive to take the soldiers to their plane, the 
scene turns emotional. Soldiers and fathers weep as they 
hug each other. A young female soldier holds her infant 
for the last time for 10 months.

“I remember one little guy, he must have been about 
four, hugging his dad,” says Smith, reflecting particularly 
on a recent deployment. “The dad had to peel the boy off, 
who began screaming ‘Daddy, no!’

“I stood there weeping, whispering a prayer: ‘Thank 
you for giving me the honour of serving with these brave 
men and women who sacrifice for their country.’ I re-
member a 25-year-man, a sergeant, who’d served on the 
battlefield, faced roadside bombs and been shot at, say-
ing, ‘The hardest thing I’ve had to do was leave my kids.’ ”

While Smith didn’t do much that night except pray, 

Inside the 

Unique 
World of 

Canadian 
Military 

Chaplains
dust, diesel, danger – and 
the right words at the right 
time – are all part of life for 
Canada’s military chaplains.      
By Robert White Chaplaincy is different than in a civilian ministry 

where you work in a church and people come 
to the church, says Lt.-Col. Pierre Bergeron, a 
Pentecostal chaplain in Kandahar. 
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he knew his presence at the deployment ceremony 
made a difference. 

The ministry of being present
For Canadian Forces chaplains across the country and 
around the world – from Smith, commissioned last July, 
to Lt.-Col. Pierre Bergeron, an evangelical chaplain since 
1996 – the practice of the “ministry of presence” is the 
chaplain’s greatest role.

The term “chaplain” comes from capella or cloak, spe-
cifically the cloak of the French bishop Martin of Tours 

who, legend states, gave half his cloak to a beggar. 
Following his death Martin’s cloak became a relic 
carried into battle. Priests who guarded the cloak 
became known as capellini or chaplains.

Chaplains have served with the Canadian mil-
itary since the second Riel Rebellion in 1885, ac-
cording to a Canadian Forces website. Modern 
chaplaincy came into its own during the First 
World War with 357 Protestant and 83 Roman 
Catholic chaplains accompanying troops overseas.

When the Second World War broke out, the 
Chaplains’ Branch realized there had been a lack 
of Roman Catholic chaplains during the First 
World War. This led to the institutionalization 
of Protestant (Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
United and Baptist) and Roman Catholic branch-
es to ensure the supply of priests met demand. 
About 1,400 chaplains ended up serving with all 
troops during that war.

Today the Chaplain General, a top two-year 
position, alternates between the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic branches.

Evangelicals in a multifaith world
Chaplains now serve in a multifaith environment. 
Since 1986 they’ve trained to serve in and can be 
posted to a naval, air force or land forces unit. 
Roman Catholic chaplains take care of Roman 
and Orthodox members. Protestant chaplains 
minister to everyone else. In the mid-1990s the 
Protestant branch added a subcategory – “Evan-
gelical” – and Steve Merriman, a Free Methodist 
minister, was the first in 1995.

Potential chaplains go through the same recruit-
ment process as any other soldier with one addition-
al step: endorsement by the Interfaith Committee on 
Canadian Military Chaplaincy (ICCMC), a group of 
civilian clergy including a rabbi and an imam.

This chaplaincy committee is currently headed 
for the first time by a representative from the “Evangel-
ical” category, Stewart Hunter. (He also serves as the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada’s international mis-
sions representative for eastern Canada.)

The committee’s role is to review the application 
paperwork to make sure each potential chaplain meets 
requirements, Hunter explains. Beyond the usual recruit-
ment requirements, chaplains have to be ordained; hold 
at least a Master of Divinity degree from a seminary ac-
credited by the Association of Theological Schools; and 
have the support of their ecclesiastical authority.
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“If the applicant meets the require-
ments, we say ‘Here’s a candidate who’s 
good to go,’ and then it goes to the selec-
tion board,” says Hunter. 

He marvels at how the list of evangelic-
al chaplains has grown from three or four 
regular forces chaplains in 1999 to the cur-
rent complement of about 30 “represented 
by about 14 different denominations.”

Danger, discomfort and  
a unique duty
Once a chaplain finishes basic and of-
ficer training, he or she is assigned to 
a unit where that ministry of presence 
is lived out.

“When I was interviewed, Bergeron [the highest 
ranked evangelical chaplain] made a comment to me,” 
recalls Smith. “He said ‘Your influence as a chaplain is 
directly in proportion to the level of danger and discom-
fort you share with your soldiers.’ ”

For Smith, that discomfort included time in the field, 
tents and a recent four-day, 750 kilometre snowmobile trip.

“It’s clichéd, but it’s presence with intent,” says Maj. 
Kevin Klein, chaplain at Canadian Forces Base Montreal/
St-Jean. “I’ve been in an operating room in Afghanistan 

where all I’ve been is present and pray-
ing. I’ve blessed bodies of troops who 
have been blown up and helped staff 
take bodies off helicopters.”

Each day is different, says Klein, who 
oversees a chaplain team of eight at a 
base that includes a recruit school, basic 
training and a language school. 

“A lot of soldiers love the chaplain, 
even if they aren’t religious, because 
they represent something greater than 
what they see,” says Klein, a pastor with 
Lutheran Church Canada before join-
ing the military in 1999. Klein will soon 
leave the chaplaincy for military intel-
ligence where he’ll combine his political 

science and religion backgrounds, helping the intelligence 
community understand religious ideas and ideals.

Chaplaincy is “different than in a civilian ministry 
where you work in a church and people come to the 
church,” says Bergeron, who works in the chaplain direc-
torate and provides strategic support for unit chaplains.

Drawing crosses in the dust
Bergeron wanted to be a chaplain since finishing Bible 
college in 1974. He applied unsuccessfully in 1976, but 

C
haplains in the Canadian armed Forces practise what 
is known as a “ministry of presence.” Their position of 
ministering to a variety of denominations in settings 

as diverse as a base in Canada or on patrol in afghanistan 
demands they truly emphasize practice over preaching. 

“I’m here for the troops spiritually,” says Paul Becking-
ham, a Canadian Forces Primary Reserves chaplain serving 
with the British Columbia Regiment. “I give them military 
edition new Testaments and talk to them about God, but 
frequently I’m here to witness them, not witness to them.”

all Christians, including the everyday sort unrelated to 
military circles, can be inspired by the experience of chap-
lains, and learn to be even more present.

shared challenges
neil Parker is a chaplain in Comox, B.C., at the most western 
air Force base in Canada. Parker says being present is “shar-
ing the same life as the troops: eating the same food, sleeping 
in the same rain. If they get up at 5:00 a.m., you get up. If they 
march 20 km carrying a 36 lb rucksack, you march. If they 
parachute out the back of an airplane, you parachute too.” 

Parker says that it’s only in this shared life one earns cred-
ibility and trust in the army. The highest form of respect is to 
hear the soldiers say, “He’s one of us.”

“The key thing to remember about a ministry of presence,” 
adds Beckingham, “is that it is not a ministry of absence.” Chap-
lains start their day with the intention of relating to people. They 
work hard to make those initial contacts. and then they commit 
to the long, slow process of establishing trust. 

“Perhaps the greatest bonding experience is shared 
adversity,” says Beckingham, who remembers the night he 
walked with the troops in freezing temperatures, soaked from 
the waist down. 

No fakery
“The main thing is to allow yourself to be known,” says Parker. 
“When you’re with a group 24/7, you can’t fake it. and you 
can’t fake caring.”

Tracy Graf is a chaplain in Halifax, n.S. She agrees trans-
parency is key. “If you eat, live and work with your flock, 
people will learn that you aren’t perfect, and for a few that 
will be a reason to criticize you, while for many that will be 

What We Can Learn From Chaplains
all Christians can be inspired by the way chaplains are present 
in the lives of soldiers.    By Mary Manson-Hennig

Jane Twohey, director of Mil-
itary Christian Fellowship, a 
Canadian association for 
military men and women.
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at that time only pastors from denominations that were 
part of the Canadian Council of Churches were accept-
able. He then ministered as a pastor with the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada and served as a reserve chaplain 
until, in 1996, he transferred to the regular forces.

“When you’re a unit chaplain, your office is within the 
unit lines. You live and work with them,” says Bergeron. 
“You’re out with them at 7 a.m. when they’re out jogging. 
If you’re with a service battalion, you go to the mechanics’ 

bay. With an infantry unit you sit in 
on map-reading classes. The more 
time you spend with your troops, 
the greater their respect is for the 
chaplain.

“You get to be a visible reminder 
of the holy. With chaplains in the-
atres of operation, the troops appre-
ciate having us travel with them as 
a reminder God cares for them.”

Bergeron recalls being asked by 
soldiers, even many who avoided 
Sunday chapel, if he would bless 
their convoy. While his Pentecostal 
tradition didn’t have a specific rite 
for that, Bergeron directed them 
to the front of the military vehicles 

where he’d marked a cross in the dust on the bumpers.

A delicate balance – a great life
While rites, rituals and symbols become important to sol-
diers, chaplains are not asked to do anything outside the 
bounds of their own tradition. They are required to work in 
a multifaith environment, but, as Hunter says, “Neither the 
ICCMC nor the Chaplain Branch requires an individual 
[compromise] his or her position theologically.”

the reason they feel safe with you.” 
Beckingham notes that when he shares his own story of 

broken bones and a broken spirit from a terrible car accident 
(the same injuries some soldiers experience), it brings “life 
and love” into the relationship.

giving space
“Being present to someone also means knowing when 
you’re needed and when you’re not,” says Parker. “Some-
times just knowing that you are there if they need you is 
enough for the soldiers.”

Leslie Dawson, a chaplain in Kingston, Ont., describes 
presence as “fluidity.” There is nothing coercive or forceful 
about it. “you allow yourself [like a fluid] to take the shape of 
the container you are offered. Sometimes that means waiting 
at a respectful distance until called upon.”

Intervening
“Listening is absolutely central,” says Dawson, “but a min-
istry of presence is much more than that. Sometimes you 
have to be creatively proactive and intervene.” 

She describes a time in afghanistan in 2003 when she vis-
ited women in prison. many were there because of an offence 
like refusing to marry someone or witnessing a crime they 
should not have seen. 

By the time Dawson left, almost every woman had re-
ceived toiletries, been assigned a female lawyer – and been 

given hope. “making a tangible difference not only gives hope 
to the victimized, but it raises the morale of the soldiers. It’s 
contagious,” she says. 

Live your high calling
ultimately, of course, chaplains exist in the Canadian armed 
Forces as a spiritual presence. Ordinary Canadians also have 
a calling to be a spiritual presence in the lives of those we 
encounter, to be salt and light to a broken world. 

Graf (the Halifax chaplain) recalls a time when five 
aircrew were trapped inside a sinking helicopter in the dark. 
“It was agonizing. I began to quietly pray. no one objected. 
I was doing what I was there to do – to be a representative 
of the holy in an unholy situation, to remind us that God is in 
control, to hope and to wait. When finally the first aircrew, 
the engineer, was brought to us, there was such relief, such 
joy, such gratitude.”

Beckingham notes that sometimes a truckload of soldiers 
will call him over to ask for a blessing before they head out. 
They yearn for the comfort of a connection to something 
outside themselves. They want God’s blessing.

although unique, the ministry of presence practised by 
chaplains in the Canadian armed Forces can inspire evan-
gelicals who yearn to be more present every day with their 
friends, neighbours and colleagues.  FT

Mary Manson-Hennig is a freelance writer in Guelph, Ont.

stewart Hunter interacts with children during a recent trip to India.
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The multifaith milieu is “a great op-
portunity to be able to see the diversity of 
the Church rather than work in our own 
denomination,” says Bergeron.

Smith also enjoys connecting with 
people of all faiths or no faith.

“Most pastors are surrounded all the 
time by Christian people,” he says. “The 

wonderful thing about my job is, every 
day in the unit I meet Christians, Mus-
lims, Canadian Natives [who may follow 
traditional beliefs], atheists and agnostics.

“There’s been a fabulous experience 
of learning from people, dialoguing with 
them about their belief system.”

Within this context, though, chaplains 
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are expected to use common sense when 
ministering in a public forum.

“We as Christians may be offended if a 
Muslim used ‘in Allah’s name’ in a pray-
er,” says Hunter, noting chaplains need to 
use “common sense, decency and respect.

“So we don’t [use the phrase ‘in Jesus’ 
name’] out of respect for others. We may 
conclude ‘in the name of our God’ which 
isn’t considered putting anyone down.”

Bergeron notes working in the multi-
faith environment may challenge some 
thinking of chaplaincy.

“It’s not a denominational environ-
ment, and we don’t work for the advance-
ment of a denomination,” says Bergeron. 
“Some people are comfortable working in 
that context, while some people who are 

in denominational ministry may not work 
well in a chaplaincy context.”

Still, says Bergeron, “It’s a great life. I had 
22 years of civilian ministry before entering 
the military. It’s a tremendous opportunity 
to serve with some of the bravest men and 
women of Canada.

“What drives much of a soldier’s religion 

in the field is the urge to access spiritual 
power. Our role is to help them understand 
and put a name to that power – and then 
lead them to an experience of faith.”  FT

RobERT WHITE of Guelph, Ont., is 
a freelance writer and an editor 

with ChristianWeek Ontario.

Major Kevin Klein, chaplain at Canadian 
Forces Base montreal/St-Jean, talks 
to churches all the time, and many 

of them ask what they can do to help military 
chaplains with their ministry. Here’s a list of 
ideas from Klein, Lt.-Col. Pierre Bergeron, 
Capt. Ray Smith and Jane Twohey, director 
of military Christian Fellowship, a Canadian 
association for military men and women:
•    Contact a chaplain stationed nearby, and 

ask how you can help. 
•   If your church is near a base, develop min-

istry teams to help base chaplains with 
chapel ministry.

•   Hold a Canadian Forces Family Sunday 
where your congregation honours the 
sacrifices of Canadian Forces members 
and their families.

•   Hold a Remembrance Sunday (nearest 
to november 11) to honour veterans and 
serving military members. Invite a chap-
lain to take part.

•   Take time to learn about the transient 
nature of military families, become sensi-
tive to their needs and integrate them into 
your church as quickly as possible.

•   Become part of the Military Christian 
Fellowship prayer network or intercessory 
team (www.mcf-canada.ca) and pray for 
deployed soldiers, military families and 
chaplains. 

•   Provide practical support for military fam-
ilies such as cutting lawns, shovelling snow 
or offering rides.                                     –RW

Churches Can Help Chaplains

Faith_today.indd   1 4/14/11   4:09:34 PM
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http://www.prisonfellowship.com
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T
he Supreme Court of Canada will soon be 
asked to rule on a case that could have far-
reaching effects on both parental rights and 
religious liberty. A variety of Christian observ-
ers will be watching intently as the Court con-

siders the impact of Quebec’s Ethics and Religious Culture 
(ERC) course on the children of Drummondville mother, 
Suzanne Lavallée. The hearing will begin May 18.

The Government of Quebec touts the ERC as a means 
of creating “harmonious social relations.” Their website 
promises: “Your child will learn about the important 
place of Catholicism and Protestantism 
in Quebec’s religious heritage” and also 
“discover the contributions of Judaism 
and Native spiritualities, [and] other re-
ligious traditions.”

The course has been mandatory in 
all Quebec schools since 2008, unlike 
similar courses in many other prov-
inces, which are often optional. It has 
been opposed by numerous camps – 
including secularists concerned about 
the promotion of religion, Quebec nationalists who ob-
ject to the perceived promotion of multiculturalism, and 
Orthodox Jews extolling Torah law.

Strong criticisms have come from faith-based 
sources. Columnist Raymond de Souza, a Roman Cath-
olic chaplain at Queen’s University, recently wrote in 
the National Post of “Quebec’s totalitarian impulse,” 
asking: “What happens to the credibility of teachers 
when they are forced to teach their students that their 
Catholic faith . . . is no more valid a path to salvation 
than witchcraft or atheism?”

The most vocal objections have been raised by groups 
such as the Christian Legal Fellowship, the Canadian 
Catholic School Trustees’ Association, and The Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC). These three are all 
intervening in the Supreme Court case.

“The course is based strongly on relativism, treating 
all religions as though they are the same,” says Joanne 
McGarry, executive director of the Catholic Civil Rights 
League (CCRL). “The one positive thing I could say about 
it is that it keeps religion on the radar screen in a province 
where it might otherwise be off it altogether.”

Don Hutchinson, the EFC’s general 
legal counsel, says the course teaches “an 
interpretation of history, current events and 
religious belief that is very selective, and 
does not recognize the legitimacy of the 
sincerely held religious beliefs concerned.” 

Critics have noted an evident contra-
diction in the way two Quebec Superior 
Court cases dealt with the course. In 2009 
Lavallée lost her attempt to have her chil-
dren exempted from the course, while 

Montreal’s Loyola High 
School was granted an 
exemption in 2010.

Hutchinson notes 
both cases are still be-
fore the judicial system. 
”Judges do not neces-
sarily agree, especially 
when first confronted 
with a new challenge in 
the law. Let’s remember 

that this course is a departure from previ-
ous government-mandated instruction.”

“The Drummondville case is about 
Christian parents seeking accommoda-
tion for their children. The Loyola case is 
about a Catholic school seeking to teach 
about Christianity and ethics from a Cath-
olic perspective.”

For McGarry, “the real issue is: How 
far are school boards willing to go to ac-
commodate parental wishes?”

Cara Zwibel of the Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association is also focused on 
this aspect of the case. “We’re not taking 
a position on the course, but on the par-
ents’ rights,” she says. “There are many 
provinces that would allow parents to say their kids are 
not ready for that kind of teaching.”

She predicts the outcome of the case may be some-
what low-key. “If the courts say the parents should be 
exempted, I don’t think it will open the floodgates with 
a lot of parents pulling their kids from the course.”

Trumping the Religious  Freedom of Parents?
a case coming up in the Supreme Court should be on 
the prayer lists of all Canadian evangelicals. 
By David F. Dawes

The course, which 
has been mandatory 
in all Quebec schools 

since 2008, has 
been opposed by 
numerous camps.
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However, the issue of religious liberty is very import-
ant, she says. It “is very personal, and is protected by 
both the Canadian and Quebec charters of rights. The 
key issue is whether a breach of that right is justified.”

Some Christians, such as the Quebec group called 
Protestant Partnership in Education, support the course 
for fostering understanding. 

Others object to the mandatory nature of any such 
course. Jean-Yves Côté, of Sainte-Julie, Quebec, served as 
the lawyer for Suzanne Lavallée in 2009. He’s also person-
ally concerned as a parent of children aged 13, 15 and 17. 
A Roman Catholic, he has served as legal counsel for La 
Coalition Pour la Liberté d’éducation, a multidenomina-
tional group of parents seeking exemption from the ERC.

Trumping the Religious  Freedom of Parents?
a case coming up in the Supreme Court should be on 
the prayer lists of all Canadian evangelicals. 
By David F. Dawes
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“The case is not so much about the 
course itself,” he says. “It’s about the exemp-
tion issue. We are not seeking the abolition 
of the course.  We are seeking to abolish the 
mandatory nature of the course. What we 
resent most is the loss of freedom of choice.”

In North America, Côté contends, “the 
state is more and more replacing the parent 
as the authority in education issues.” Edu-
cation, he says, “emanates from parental 

authority. I think the government should 
assist the parent.”

If the Supreme Court decision goes 
against Lavallée, he asserts, “it will certainly 
be a dark day for parental rights.”

“Parents in the evangelical Christian 
community are split on the ERC program,” 
concedes Faye Sonier, another legal coun-
sel with the EFC. “Some welcome the op-
portunity for children to learn about the 
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contribution of religious communities to 
the culture of Quebec.”

However, Sonier adds, “the right to pass 
on one’s religious and cultural heritage to 

their children is a fundamental 
aspect of religious freedom and 
parental authority in Canada.” 
Parents “are concerned about 
how their children will be af-
fected by being taught one under-
standing of religion, morality or 
ethics at school – and another 
at home. The child will have to 
determine, at some point, which 
authority to trust.” 

Jean Morse-Chevrier, Que-
bec director of the CCRL, makes 
a related point: “The state has 
no right to define the content 
of what a religion is. The ERC’s 
concept of supposed neutrality 
causes a lot of confusion in the 
children,” she says. “All pos-
itions are presented as equally 

valid. It’s left up to the children to discern 
what criteria they should use.”

Morse-Chevrier does think the ERC 
has some value. “The idea of practising 

dialogue and reaching a consensus are 
good competencies for children to learn.” 
However, she says, young people are 
being “asked to do it about content and 
issues which adults can’t agree on.” Some 
parents would prefer their kids wait until 
high school to learn about other religions. 
Under the ERC, “they are being forced to 
learn about them at a young age.”

She also has concerns about other as-
pects of the ERC. “Mythical characters are 
placed back to back with historical figures. 
Jesus, Guru Nanak and the Great Turtle 
are all lumped together.” And ceremonies 
are emphasized over doctrine. 

Consequently, “the students just get 
pieces of the puzzle, and no clear idea of 
the inherent whole of each religion.”

Some kids’ beliefs have been mocked 
by others participating in the course. 
Morse-Chevrier tells of a situation involv-
ing a Native story: the children “were very 
spontaneously making fun of it.”

She also questions the ERC’s approach 

•	 Take	your	stand	as	the	EFC	intervenes	before	the	courts	
and	provides	public	policy	research	to	lawmakers.

•		 Strengthen	EFC	as	it	advocates	on	behalf	of	children	in	
law	and	public	policy.

•	 Promote	collaboration	and	co-operation	between	church-
es	and	ministries,	leading	to	greater	effectiveness.

•	 Enrich	the	ministry	of	your	pastor	and	congregation	by	
providing	them	with	valuable	resources	brought	to	you	
by	the	EFC.

Questioning Quebec’s Ethics and 
Religious Culture course: the EFC’s 
don Hutchinson and Faye sonier.

http://www.pilgrimtours.com
mailto:affiliate@evangelicalfellowship.ca
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to morality. “The children have got to learn 
to call into question their beliefs – and jus-
tify their positions. The children are too 
young, not emotionally mature enough.”

The EFC’s Don Hutchinson argues the 
ERC program is ruined by internal con-
tradiction. “The goal of this course – to 
develop ‘attitudes of tolerance, respect 
and openness’ in order to prepare children 
‘to live in a pluralist and democratic soci-
ety’ – is betrayed by the very lack of toler-
ance, respect and openness to pluralism 
and democracy that is demonstrated in 
the curriculum itself, and by the Govern-
ment of Quebec’s approach to mandatory 
instruction.”

Freedom of religion, Hutchinson 
warns “will lose its robust nature if par-
ents – and the very religious communities 
and leaders they trust to educate their chil-
dren about religious beliefs and worship 
– are identified as somehow naïve, brain-
washed or intolerant by the state-imposed 
curriculum. If taught in the classroom ac-
cording to the ERC curriculum, true reli-
gion will stand only on the same footing 
as ancient mythologies.”

“This decision from the country’s high-
est court,” adds the EFC’s Faye Sonier, 
“has incredible precedential weight and is 
binding on all other courts in the country. 
It will significantly influence how other 
provincial governments address the issue 
of potentially controversial curricula.”

Hutchinson agrees the case is very 
serious. “Approval of this type of course 
could easily lead to the type of persecu-
tion seen in other nations, where state-
approved religion and religious instruc-
tion are acceptable – and non-approved 
religious instruction, belief and practice 
are punishable.”

Canada could be headed for very diffi-
cult days “if the Supreme Court of Canada 
gives license to the Government of Que-
bec to force children to be taught religion 
as the government understands religion to 
be, and ethics based on situation and con-
versation without a foundation in truth,” 
says Hutchinson. Like many believers, he 
says he is trusting in Divine intervention 
and also trying to do his part.  FT

davId daWEs is a freelance writer in 
Surrey, B.C. visit theeFC.ca/education 

for the latest updates on this case, 
including blogs and video. 

http://theeFC.ca/education
http://www.sunergo.net
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Experience the difference
bethany College
Bethany College is a community of 
disciples of Jesus Christ committed to 
live and to serve to the glory of God. at 
Bethany, friendship, ministry experiences 
and classroom learning are priorities, and 
our students say these are the top con-
tributors to their spiritual growth. Bethany 
students have opportunities to serve 
and grow, being equipped for the future 
through discipleship, academics, athletics, 
arts and service.

“nurturing disciples and training lead-
ers to serve” is the mission of Bethany 
College. The disciples of Jesus were 
lifelong students; we desire that our com-
munity continue in this model. There is 
a depth and breadth to student life at 
Bethany—living among friends, studying 
the Bible, participating in service learning 

experiences and ministry opportunities. 
God transforms people at Bethany! He 
changes perspectives, sharpens thinking, 
shapes hearts into his image, awakens 
an awareness of gifts, opens eyes to 
the needs of the world around us, and 
inspires to become involved in sharing 
Christ’s love. 

visit www.bethany.sk.ca to find out 
more about our diploma and degree 
programs.

opening doors
Canada Institute of Linguistics
The Canada Institute of Linguistics 
(CanIL), located at Trinity Western uni-
versity (TWu) in Langley, B.C., provides 
training for Wycliffe Bible Translators and 
others interested in language and culture-
related community development. We spe-
cialize in Bible translation, preservation of 

endangered languages, teaching english 
as a second language (TeSL) and mother-
tongue literacy with appropriate use of 
materials and technology.

a strong sense of community and a 
unique mentoring environment are funda-
mental aspects of the CanIL experience. 
Students, staff and faculty interact both in 
and outside the classroom. Staff and fac-
ulty teach from rich field experience and 
expertise. Together we study hard and play 
hard (volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, cycling, 
hiking, etc.). The Pacific coast and moun-
tains are close by.

all courses are accredited through 
TWu and are transferrable to many other 
universities. CanIL offers Ba and ma 
programs in linguistics as well as a TeSL 
certificate program. 

Fight poverty with linguistics and be a 
part of delivering God’s message of love 
to all people! acquire other languages 
using your personal strengths. Recognize, 
pronounce and transcribe hundreds of 
sounds from around world. Develop alpha-
bets, compile dictionaries and describe 
grammars. Our training opens doors to 
effective grassroots development in com-

NURTURING DISCIPLES AND
TRAINING LEADERS TO SERVE

Preparing Students   
   For Life and Ministry

http://www.bethany.sk.ca
http://grebel.uwaterloo.ca/ts
http://www.bethany.sk.ca
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munities around the world. Scholarships 
are available. visit us at http://summer.
canil.ca.

Training, not just teaching
Capernwray Harbour
at Capernwray Harbour on Thetis Island, 
B.C., we train young and older people alike 
for full-time Christian ministry regardless 
of occupation.

We offer not just “teaching” but “train-
ing” – not just to know the Bible but to 
know and believe in the One of whom the 
Bible is all about: the resurrected Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

after all, the Bible never transformed 
anyone’s life! The Lord Jesus Christ – the 
One of whom the Bible is all about – is the 
One who transforms lives and is resident 
within us. He is the Christian life. Life is 
a person – not “Christianity,” but Christ! 
Without Him we can have the system yet 
be devoid of life.

Knowing the truth in our heads is not 
enough. Hebrews 4 says the people knew 
the facts of God and saw the acts of God, 
but it did not profit them as it was not 
mixed with faith.

Serving God can take place in any oc-
cupation as one becomes not “religious” 
but truly “spiritual.” It is all about God’s 
work through mankind, not mankind’s 
work for God!

This is the aim of our training in Bible 
school and every program. visit us at www.
capernwray.ca.

Changing the shape of education
Carey
The pattern of entry to ministry is shifting. 
many churches are calling laypeople to 
fill the clergy ranks and asking that these 
men and women be trained on the job. The 
local church is increasingly becoming the 
location where contemporary disciple-
ship and vocational study takes place, and 
Carey is changing the shape of education 
to better address this shift in educational 
patterns. Contextualized and applied 
learning, coupled with a sound academic 
foundation, is the unique shape of theo-
logical education through Carey.

Carey’s new master of Divinity (mDiv) 
degree is a sharp and focused 72-credit-
hour-program. The 24 courses are avail-
able through various distributed-learning 

formats, 16 of which are online and the 
remaining eight are by hybrid means. This 
accredited mDiv program is accessible, 
practical and transformational yet retains 
its academic quality. Clergy or laypeople 
who choose to study while remaining em-
ployed should be able to complete a de-
gree in approximately four years. The un-
conventional format of the degree allows 
students to be part of an academic milieu 
while remaining within their neighbour-
hood or faith community. Carey also offers 
a master of arts in Spiritual Formation and 
a Doctor of ministry degree.

For more info, visit carey-edu.ca.

Making your life matter

Columbia bible College

at Columbia Bible College (CBC) we want 
to inspire students to serve God by serv-
ing others, locally and across the world. 
We focus on developing strong character, 
encouraging spiritual growth and instilling 
a passion within students to really make a 
difference in this world.

With 11 programs, ranging from a 
Bachelor of arts degree to a diploma or 
certificate, our curriculum is tailored to 

At the centre of McMaster University in 
Hamilton is MacDiv. It’s the perfect spot to “be 
in the world, but not of it.” 
It doesn’t take long for you to discover that the 
entire faculty and our programs are centered 
around an evangelical worldview. It also offers 
the lowest tuition for Seminary in Canada.

Learn more at www.macdiv.ca

EECI10767-S01-01

McMaster Divinity College 
Hamilton, ON Canada
905.525.9140 x24401
www.macdiv.ca
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challenge students in their faith develop-
ment and to provide them with a solid 
foundation for success.

CBC’s environment is an active and 
close-knit community; there are plenty 
of activities, events, and volunteer and 
travel opportunities where students can 
develop lasting friendships and a closer 
relationship with God. Our desire is to see 
these students reflect positive change and 
growth, not only within themselves but 
through others as well.

For program information visit www.
columbiabc.edu or call 800-283-0881.

Full-tuition scholarships
Conrad grebel University College
Conrad Grebel university College and the 
university of Waterloo offer a conjoint 
two-year graduate program in theological 
studies, leading to the master of Theologi-
cal Studies (mTS) degree. 

many of the 40 students enrolled 
each year are in the applied studies op-
tion, which focuses on pastoral ministry; 
some are in the thesis option, preparing 
for doctoral studies; and others are in the 
coursework option, exploring biblical and 

theological studies in relation to their lives 
and vocations. 

The program draws on the college’s 
academic strengths in theology, biblical 
studies, church history, music and peace, 
and offers an anabaptist-mennonite 
perspective in an ecumenical and inter-
religious setting. Conrad Grebel university 
College is affiliated with the mennonite 
Church and welcomes students of all 
backgrounds and faiths.

a four-year undergraduate degree 
with a 75 percent average is required for 
admission.

Generous financial awards are available 
to theological studies students, including 
full-tuition scholarships for all full-time 
students. Students are also eligible for 
housing, health insurance and other ben-
efits through uWaterloo.

visit grebel.uwaterloo.ca/gts.

building character
generations discipleship school
Building biblical foundations for life is the 
thrust of a new discipleship school in the 
interior of British Columbia.

Generations Discipleship School (GDS) 

Doctor of 
Ministry

Bring your leadership to the next level.
Explore opportunities for your ministry 
needs and the needs of the missional church 
in Canada and around the world.

Doctor of MinistryDoctor of Ministry

Canada’s Leading Seminary

tyndale.ca/seminary/dmin416.218.6757 | 1.877.TYNDALE

Apply.

Intensive practical training for

Check out our summer program!
June 12 - August 13, 2011

Financial aid available

language and culture learning
Bible translation and Scripture use
literacy and language survey

Canada Institute of Linguistics
www.canil.ca

IT’S TIME TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.
Bachelor of Arts in Intercultural Studies

Visit columbiabc.edu or call 
1.800.283.0881 for more info.

http://www.columbiabc.edu
http://grebel.uwaterloo.ca/gts
http://columbiabc.edu
http://www.canil.ca
http://tyndale.ca/seminary/dmin
http://www.columbiabc.edu
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aims at building character through biblical 
study in the context of a local community of 
faith, explained Rick Barker, senior pastor 
of Cariboo Christian Life Fellowship (CCLF), 
where the school was founded in 2008.

“GDS will provide you with the opportu-
nity to deepen your relationship with Jesus 
Christ through Bible study, worship, and 
practical service in the context of a local 
church,” said Barker, who is in his 20th 
year of ministry at CCLF.

 “We desire to see men and women run 
their race before God faithfully until the 
finish, unbending and unturned from what 
God has called them to.”

The six-month curriculum includes 
doctrine, Old and new Testament survey, 
hermeneutics and a variety of hands-on 
ministry experience. School staff and 
individuals in the local church provide per-
sonal mentorship of the students.

each school year runs from September 
to april. Optional missions trips have been 
to northern B.C., vancouver Island and 
mexico. Tuition is $2,500, including room 
and board. For more information on GDS, 
visit www.generationsdiscipleship.com.

best little university in Canada
The King’s University College
The King’s university College of edmon-
ton, alta. currently serves almost 700 stu-
dents from more than 16 nations. These 
students are mentored by highly qualified 
Christian professors who care about them 
and their success, and who inspire them 
to follow Christ in whatever career they 
choose.

The Globe and Mail Canadian univer-
sity Report 2011 gave King’s an a+ rating 
for quality of education, student-faculty 
interaction and atmosphere, and gave it 
top grades in almost every other category. 
Macleans magazine, in its november 2010 
issue, rated King’s as the top university 
in Canada when it asked graduating stu-
dents whether they were satisfied with 
the teaching and their choice in university. 
Both surveys attest to the value of a King’s 
education.

King’s provides a nationally recognized 
degree, a fantastic placement rate into 
graduate programs, and education geared 
for immediate employment. King’s offers 
fully accredited bachelor’s degrees in the 

Training for Full Time Christian Service
Regardless of Occupation!
Leadership Through Servanthood by 
Christ’s Indwelling, Resurrection Life.
Practical Bible Teaching 
Genesis to Revelation: Christ Revealed 
in the Written Word.

www.rosebudschoolofthearts.com

Professional
Theatre
Training

http://www.rosebudschoolofthearts.com
http://www.generationsdiscipleship.com
http://www.capernwray.ca
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arts, humanities, music, social sciences, 
natural sciences and commerce/man-
agement, as well as a Bachelor of educa-
tion after-degree.

If you want your heart and mind to be 
challenged and your faith to rise to a whole 
new level, then King’s is the best little uni-
versity in Canada to make that happen.

For more information: website: www.
kingsu.ca; e-mail: admissions@kingsu.ca; 
phone: 780-465-8334; toll free: 1-800-
661-8582.

best preparation possible
McMaster divinity College
mcmaster Divinity College is an evangeli-
cal, accredited seminary offering gradu-
ate-level degrees in theological, biblical 
and ministry studies. We believe that 
ministry in the 21st century – whether 
pastoral ministry, chaplaincy, religious 
education, research or scholarship, or any 
number of other ministries – has become 
increasingly complex and diverse and will 
require that those called by God have the 
best preparation possible. This is accom-
plished through mcmaster Divinity’s mTS, 
mDiv, ma and PhD programs.

at this graduate professional school 

COMMITTED TO YOUR ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS THROUGH:

A high-quality education in a 
Christian environment
A place for you to find your 
passion from over 70 different 
majors and minors
Personalized academic 
planning
Personal attention -everyone 
will know your name!

EXCEPTIONAL CLASSROOM 
ENVIRONMENT OFFERING:

Unparalleled interaction with 
world-class faculty
A 16:1 Student/Faculty ratio
Mentoring services to help you 
excel, graduate and succeed 
in your career!

AN A+ CAMPUS ATMOSPHERE 
PROVIDING:

A safe and secure 
environment
Unique townhouse residences
An increasingly diverse 
and multi-denominational 
community 
Outstanding athletic and 
recreational opportunities 

Choose Redeemer. 

Don’t miss out on the best 

experience of your academic life!

APPLY TODAY!

www.redeemer.ca/apply 

DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS

www.vanguardcollege.com | info@vanguardcollege.com | toll-free : 1-866-222-0808  

C O L L E G E

Check out our many scholarships 
www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

http://www.kingsu.ca
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
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comprising evangelical faculty dedicated 
to helping prepare people for Christian 
leadership, you will be encouraged to 
attain excellence in academic studies, 
to achieve competence in leadership, to 
develop essential disciplines of worship 
and devotion, to grow toward spiritual 
maturity, authenticity and sensitivity in 
relationships with God in Christ and with 
other persons, and to enthusiastically 
present the gospel in a contemporary 
culture. 

This is our mission, purpose and pas-
sion. 

Contact us today at www.macdiv.ca or 
905-525-9140 x24402 to discover what 
makes mcmaster Divinity College your 
best choice for affordable, evangelical, 
university-based seminary education.

Training effective workers
Prairie
Prairie bible College began in 1922 and 
specializes in training effective workers for 

churches and other Christian ministries. 
We offer accredited four-year Bachelor of 
arts programs in a variety of areas includ-
ing ministry, theology, intercultural studies 
and worship. Prairie also offers several 
foundational one- and two-year programs.

In 2006, Prairie opened the first col-
lege in Canada offering practical two-year 
programs deliberately integrating Bible 
and ministry education. With programs 
in health care, human services and busi-
ness administration, Prairie College of 
applied arts & Technology (PCaaT) has 
created even more options for students to 
pursue valuable careers and ministry op-
portunities. mission teams from PCaaT go 
to India, mozambique and Guatemala, and 
a trip to the Philippines is being planned.

Prairie has been providing commercial 
aviation training for over 15 years. In a 
recent audit, Transport Canada indicated 
that our students scored higher on flight 
tests and written exams than other stu-
dents from across the nation. With almost 
50 students, a fleet of seven aircraft and 
close ties to several mission aviation agen-
cies, Prairie school of Mission aviation 
is well equipped to train pilots for service 
here at home and around the world. 

Find out more at www.prairie.edu.

Providing the Providence experience
Providence
Providence College: academic excel-
lence, qualified faculty, caring Christian 
community, leadership opportunities, 
small class sizes, varsity athletics and 
renowned performing arts – that’s the 
Providence experience. We believe that 
university education is about more than 
knowledge. Our students find meaning 
and purpose while preparing for careers 
in business, education, churches, media, 
government and non-profit organizations.

along with students from 22 countries, 
you can experience the cultural and de-
nominational diversity that Providence has 
to offer. Providence College prepares you 
for a life of leadership and service in a dy-
namic and changing world. Choose from 
among 17 majors and earn your Bachelor 
of arts degree. To learn more about Chris-
tian university education, visit www.provi-
dencecollege.ca.

Providence Theological seminary: 
Providence Seminary offers accredited 
certificate, master’s, and doctoral pro-

A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  
O F  C H R I S T I A N  S T U D I E S

www.regent-college.edu/godeep 
1.800.663.8664
Vancouver, Canada

God calls us closer. To meet Him.  
To enjoy fellowship with Him  

and become what we were created for.  
Part of this process is intentional,  
worshipful learning.

Come to Regent College this summer  
and study with men and women from 
around the world. 

Alister McGrath  
on postmodern apologetics

David Gill & William Edgar  
on jazz—a Christian take

Marva Dawn  
on suffering

Bruce Waltke  
on the Psalms 

Mark Noll and David Livingstone  
on Science and Christianity.

And that is just the beginning…
there are 50 courses in all!
May—July.

summer proGrams 2011

http://www.macdiv.ca
http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.regent-college.edu/godeep
http://www.providencecollege.ca
http://www.providencecollege.ca
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grams that will prepare you to help the 
church accomplish its mission. Our gradu-
ates make an impact in churches and 
humanitarian ministries in Canada and 
around world. as an inter-denominational 
school, Providence provides education for 
students from over 15 denominations. 

Through traditional, modular (available 
in Calgary) and online courses, Providence 
offers graduate training for pastoral, edu-
cational and counselling ministries. min-
istry training is within your reach. To learn 
more about seminary education, visit us at 
www.providenceseminary.ca. 

Receiving top marks
Redeemer University College
When looking for accurate information 
about a university, it’s best to check with 
the experts – the students. and in both the 
2010 Globe and Mail Canadian university 
Report and the 2011 Maclean’s Student 
Issue, Redeemer students gave top marks 
to Redeemer university College in a wide 
range of areas, including overall satisfac-
tion, campus atmosphere, faculty interac-
tion and quality of education. 

It’s easy to see why. at Redeemer, you 
will find a Christian academic community 
that encourages you to integrate your 
faith into every aspect of your life. you can 
choose from more than 70 majors and mi-
nors as you earn a Bachelor of arts, Science 
or education. and along the way, you will 
find professors who are committed to help-
ing you discover who God created you to be. 

Outside the classroom, you will dis-
cover a campus focused on building a 
vibrant community through varsity sports, 
student activities, service projects and a 
unique residence system. 

experience Redeemer for yourself at 
one of our Campus visit Days and see 
why we believe that you belong here. 
Schedule your visit today at www.re-
deemer.ca/visiting. 

Christian studies with a difference
Regent College
Regent College is an international gradu-
ate school of Christian studies with a 
difference. Believing that scripture holds 
truth for every aspect of life, Regent 
educates artists, business people, health 
workers, teachers, pastors and parachurch 
workers to think biblically about life, work 
and relationships. With students drawn 

from six continents, more than 20 denom-
inations, a wide variety of vocations and 
different stages of life, Regent is an incred-
ibly diverse learning community. 

Blessed by God with a talented faculty, 
Regent College has become a leading theo-
logical school in north america. Renowned 
for its academic excellence, for its atten-
tion to the whole person and to the whole 
people of God, Regent College cultivates 
intelligent, vigorous and joyful commitment 
to Jesus Christ, His church and His world.

Regent is a great choice for an academ-
ic, business or ministry sabbatical, a place 
in which to grow and learn more about 
your life and vocation under God, a place 
to form transformational relationships, 
a place to stretch your mind and refresh 
your spirit. Join us as, together, faculty, 
students and staff of Regent College com-
mit to pursuing the integration of heart, 
mind and hands that makes for a dynamic 
and winsome Christian witness. visit www.
regent-college.edu. or 1-800-663-8664.
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Learning how to “be change”
Rocky Mountain College
Rocky mountain College is located in the 
vibrant city of Calgary, which provides 
many opportunities for our students to 
obtain excellent employment and field-
education opportunities. at the core of 
Rocky is a desire for our students not 
only to learn how to “be change” in the 
classroom but to get out into their field 
and learn to “be change” in the world 

while they study with us.
ask yourself the hard questions; 

pray about your decision; if this process 
leads you to study at Rocky mountain 
College, we would be thrilled to have 
you apply.

Contact us at: enrolment@rockymoun-
taincollege.ca1, 877-yOunRmC or www.
rockymountaincollege.ca or check us out 
on Facebook – Rocky mountain College.

We offer the following programs: 

•  The Edge – Certificate in Christian 
Discipleship

•  Diploma in Theatre Arts
• Global Studies – various certificates  in 

partnership with mount Royal university, 
Bow valley College, SaIT, Wycliffe and 
others

•  Bachelor of Religious Studies
•  BA in Human Services – child and youth 

care, applied behaviour science
•  BA in Leadership Development  – in-

tercultural studies, pastoral leadership, 
youth leadership

•  BA in Music – performance, contempo-
rary, church music

•  BA in Theology – biblical studies, Chris-
tian spirituality 

spirit-filled creativity 
Rosebud school of the arts
Rosebud School of the arts (RSa) sits 
at the heart of one of the most vibrant 
artistic communities in Canada, where 
students discover a life of Spirit-filled cre-
ativity and artistic expression. Through its 
conservatory programs, Rosebud devel-
ops honest, caring and talented theatre 

 
• Christian University

Education
• Academic Excellence
• B.A. Degree (17 Majors)
• Qualified Faculty
• Transferrable Courses
• Financial Aid Available

expect more.

PROVIDENCE
COLLEGE

providencecollege.ca
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artists who have the skills and the heart 
to make a difference in the world.

unique to Rosebud School of the arts 
is its affiliation with Rosebud Theatre, 
Western Canada’s largest rural profes-
sional theatre. With over 40,000 an-
nual patrons, Rosebud Theatre provides 
students an unparalleled opportunity to 
practise their craft in a working theatre, 
honing their skills as apprentices with pro-
fessional theatre mentors as they prepare 
for a career in the performing arts.

“nothing will teach you like an audi-
ence,” said nathan Schmidt, RSa acting 
instructor and a frequent performer. “Stu-
dents aren’t just up there for nine shows, 
but for ninety shows! The young actors 
live on the deck in a real way, not just as an 
exercise.”

Rosebud’s one-, two-, and four-year 
programs emphasize personalized men-
toring, hands-on training and study trips 
to world-class theatre around the world, 
including new york City and London, 
england. These opportunities are the hall-
marks of an educational dynamic available 
only in Rosebud.

visit www.rosebudschoolofthearts.com.

one significant purpose
Tyndale seminary
as Canada’s leading seminary, Tyndale 
has one significant commitment to 
graduate theological education. you have 
one significant opportunity with a range 
of degree options to meet your needs and 
goals, whatever your profession – Doc-
tor of ministry, master of Divinity, master 
of Theological Studies and graduate 
diplomas. modular programs and online 
courses offer flexibility so you can bal-
ance your studies with other priorities. 

Join Tyndale in God’s one significant 
purpose. Be prepared to effectively lead 
and serve in God’s kingdom. make a de-
cision to inspire others and impact the 
world.

Learn more at www.tyndale.ca/faithto-
day or call 877-TynDaLe or 416-218-6757.

Feel it for yourself
vanguard College
With so many factors to consider in choos-
ing a school – price, programs, accredita-
tion, housing – we sometimes forget to 
investigate for ourselves the school’s at-
mosphere. Do you know what the spiritual 

life of the school is like? What part does 
chapel play in the life of the student body? 
What is the style of worship? How about 
the students themselves – are they friend-
ly? How do current students feel about 
the school? These questions are not eas-
ily answered by brochures and websites; 
it’s something you have to experience for 
yourself.

We are convinced that with just one 
visit to our campus, you will feel it for 
yourself: God moving in chapels and class 
times, worship that is modern and free, 
and a body of students that will welcome 
you as part of a family. Offering degrees, 
diplomas and certificates, vanguard Col-
lege is dedicated to developing innova-
tive Spirit-filled leaders. Whether your 
passion is children or youth, missions or 
pastoral ministry, TeSOL or worship stud-
ies, we have a program to prepare you for 
ministry in an accredited, affordable and 
Spirit-filled environment.

Come feel it for yourself here at van-
guard College.

12140–103rd Street, edmonton, aB 
T5G 2J9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Website: 
www.vanguardcollege.com. n

   Want to go deeper in your 
 understanding of God’s Word and     
       make a difference in your world?

  Prairie can equip you for a lifetime 
          of learning and purposeful 
      service no matter what field God              
                 leads you into.

    We offer programs in Bible, a 
         variety of ministries, healthcare, 
  business, mission aviation, 
                         and more.

www.prairie.edu/more  
Box 4000  Three Hills AB  T0M 2N0  

1.800.661.2425
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Last summer Drew Marshall, a major Christian talk 
show host in Toronto, announced he wasn’t sure God 
existed. He initially blurted out his doubts in a radio 

interview with apologetics expert Ravi Zacharias, and then 
last fall invited various Christians, including Paul Young, 
Bruxy Cavey, Tony Campolo, Norman Geisler and me to 
engage him on his struggles. 

(Young is author of The Shack, Cavey a Toronto pastor, 
Campolo an evangelical sociologist, and Geisler an evan-
gelical philosopher.)

Marshall wrote on his blog: “All I can say is at this point 
is that I still consider myself a Christian, but before I reinvest 
another 30 years in Jesus, I’d just like to know that God is 
real. I hope there is a God. I’m looking for Him.”

Marshall’s doubts arise from what he calls the absence of 
the “tangible” and “interactive” presence of God. He uses the 
analogy of a soldier at war trying to connect with a father 
back home. “Each week he would write at least one letter 
to his father back home. Each week he would expectantly 
wait for the one who supposedly loves him uncondition-
ally to write him back or phone or possibly even come for a 
visit. Any kind of personal interaction would do. He’s heard 
through his friends and other soldiers just how much his 
father loves him, but those rumours of glory aren’t enough 
to sustain his faith in his father anymore.”

Thankfully most Christians have reacted kindly, com-
plimenting Marshall on his honesty and praying for him. 
I do know him well enough to know his doubts are real. 
This is not a stunt to promote ratings or get attention. It’s a 
genuine crisis of faith. Telling his two adult children about 
all this was one of the hardest things he’s ever done. Mar-
shall is still doing his radio show and still waiting for God 
to reach out to him.

My main reply to Drew Marshall, publicly and privately, 
is that God has already reached out to him and everyone 
else in Jesus Christ. God has moved beyond general rev-
elation as our Creator to special revelation in history. The 
character, teaching and works of Jesus are overwhelming 
signs of God’s love.

Let’s take a fresh look at why trusting Jesus makes sense 
– logically and for other reasons. 

First: Is he real? Unlike Hindu avatars such as Krishna, 
Jesus is historical. Very few respected thinkers argue Jesus 
never existed. For historical evidence about Jesus consult 

Faith Crisis in Public
When a Christian talk show host goes public 
with his doubts, it can get people thinking.

works by Gary Habermas, N.T. Wright and John Warwick 
Montgomery.

Second: Are the reports about Him, including His resur-
rection and the claim that He is alive today, credible? Unlike 
the Book of Mormon, the New Testament documents are from 
contemporary and honest witnesses who knew Jesus and had 
no reason (such as money, sex or fame) to make up the stories. 

Third: Are Jesus’ life and teachings morally admirable, 
and therefore  worth following, unlike those of Sun Myung 
Moon (founder of the Unification Church) and Anton LaV-
ey (founder of the Church of Satan)? The consensus on this 
question, from a whole range of religions and philosophies, 
is that Jesus is without peer. 

It’s this kind of step-by-step rationale which drew popular 
author C. S. Lewis from atheism to faith in Jesus. He converted 
at age 32, supported by friendships with intelligent Christians 
such as J. R. R. Tolkien, and later helped many others by pre-
senting these steps in his 1952 book Mere Christianity.

In Marshall’s case he says he has certainly not lost his 
appreciation for the greatness of Jesus. This recognition of 
greatness leads by necessity to belief in the integrity of Jesus 
and His message of the reality of God. All of us should take 
comfort from it, even in the absence of touchy/feely spiritual 
moments in our daily lives.

When we doubt, we can also consider more deeply 
the credible testimony of other Christians to the tangible 
presence of God. My son Derek had his bicycle stolen in 
Montreal during a tough time in his life several years ago. 
After it was stolen he had a deep sense God wanted him 
to have it back – deep enough that he said to himself, “I 
guess I better go get it.” Driving his car downtown, he was 
waiting at a red light when a street kid approached him and 
said: “Heard you lost your bike, man.” Derek had never 
seen the guy before, but he directed Derek down several 
streets to his bike. 

Roy Matheson, a Canadian expert on spiritual warfare, 
gives numerous examples in his teachings of God’s power 
over demonic spirits. It’s fascinating when encounters with 
evil drive people to God. Jeff Brooks, former evangelist with 
the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches, tells of learn-
ing during prayer that God wanted him to go see his lawyer 
though there was no obvious need to do so. The lawyer 
knew why Jeff showed up at his office and confessed major 
sin in his life. 

Such stories abound, and I hope Drew Marshall draws 
more solace from them and from the living God as he con-
tinues to fight the good fight of faith.  FT

JaMEs a. bEvERLEY is professor of Christian thought 
and ethics at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto.

ReligionWatch   n   By JaMes a. Beverley
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In recent years Canadian Anglicanism has been in the 
news – mostly for all the wrong reasons. Theological 
decay has taken hold of much of the Canadian Angli-

can Church as many bishops, clergy and congregations 
have capitulated to the latest whim of culturally dictated 
morality. 

While this sad story may be familiar to many Faith 
Today readers, it doesn’t do justice to the perseverance 
of faithful orthodox Anglicans, nor to a God who brings 
beauty from ashes. 

Evangelical Canadian Anglicans have responded to the 
crisis in various ways. Many, sadly, have left Anglicanism 
for other churches. Some are working for renewal within 
existing structures. Still others are choosing to preserve 
the tradition they love by joining a new Anglican structure 
committed to remaining faithful to Scripture. 

So there are green shoots of a renewed Anglicanism 
springing up across the land. 

The Anglican Network in Canada (ANiC), in which 
I am a bishop, is part of the new Anglican structure that 
emerged in 2007. ANiC now has 43 parishes and 15 fledg-
ling congregations in various stages of formation. 

South of the border, the story is much the same. Thou-
sands of faithful Christians have left the established Angli-
can denominations to form new churches. 

Today in Canada and the United States, nearly 1,000 
congregations nurture more than 100,000 such Anglicans. 
More importantly these congregations are far from hud-
dles of shell-shocked refugees. God is taking this Anglican 
diaspora and, by His grace, transforming us into a gospel 
mission movement. 

ANiC is one of 20 dioceses that have come together 
to form the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA), 
online at www.anglicanchurch.org. In June 2009, when 
ACNA was formed, Archbishop Robert Duncan, ACNA’s 
primate (leader), challenged us to plant 1,000 new congre-
gations across North America within five years. 

Anglican1000 (see www.anglican1000.org) is the in-
itiative designed to keep this challenge alive and move the 
work of church planting forward. It serves as a catalyst, 
bringing together visionaries to strategize, encourage and 
resource this exciting work of God. We are seeing God 
raise up church planters in Canada and throughout North 

beauty From ashes
The national director of the anglican 
network in Canada reflects on anglican 
renewal.

America who are seeking to reach people with the trans-
forming love of Jesus Christ, and build communities of 
faith that worship in the Anglican tradition. 

We in ANiC are focused on this challenge to evangelize 
and plant churches. At our synod (annual meeting) last 
November, our church planting leadership team reported 
that we have planted 20 new congregations already – of 
which 14 are church plants and six were existing congrega-
tions that decided to move to ANiC. They also told us of an-
other 10 to 20 forming congregations “in the pipeline.” Let 
me introduce you to a couple of these new congregations.

Celebration Church in Barrie, Ont., is the most recent 
congregation to join ANiC. It takes its name from Acts 8:8, 
which recounts how God used persecution to achieve His 
good purpose in spreading the gospel. This congregation’s 
deepest desire is to be a means of the gospel going out in 
power in the city of Barrie such that the result will be “joy 
in the city,” as Acts 8 puts it.

Good Shepherd Church in Richmond, B.C., is a Chi-
nese-speaking congregation that launched in May 2010. 
It began as a ministry to restaurant workers, meeting late 
Tuesday nights after the workers’ shift ended. While the 
Tuesday restaurant workers’ fellowship continues, a strong 
nucleus of around 40 now worships together on Sundays. 

In January of this year Rev. Robin Guinness, a well 
known Anglican evangelical leader, joined ANiC. After 
40 years in the Anglican Church of Canada he recognized 
that it was no longer the same church as when he had com-
menced his Canadian ministry. “God has raised up a new 
Anglican Church in Canada,” says Guinness, “that wants 
to be true to the gospel and teaching that was originally 
embraced and affirmed by those who first planted the 
Anglican Church in Canada. Mine is as much a call into 
as it is a call out of.”

Today ANiC has more than 120 clergy and almost 
4,000 parishioners in church on an average Sunday. Most 
congregations are in rented facilities, having left behind 
their stained glass windows and familiar pews when God 
catapulted them out of their long-time denomination. May 
we, like the believers in the Early Church, so evidence 
the power of God and declare the truth of the gospel that 
men and women across our nation will come to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord. And may the result be great joy 
in the city.   FT

THE RIgHT REvERENd CHaRLIE MasTERs is national 
director of the anglican network in Canada (www.anglican-
network.ca). This column continues a series by affiliates 
of The evangelical Fellowship of Canada. For a list see 
theeFC.ca/affiliates.

godatWorkIndenominations   n   By CHaRLIe maSTeRS
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Director/pastor of
Youth Ministries

East Side Church of God, Swift Current, 
SK. Email hkklass@hotmail.com for more 
information or check website www.east-
sidechurch.ca. Position available imme-
diately.
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About two years ago the executive of the Canadian 
Association of University Teachers (CAUT), a free-
standing organization purporting to represent the 

interests of Canadian university professors, commissioned 
an on-site investigation of Trinity Western University 
in British Columbia. Professors William Bruneau and 
Thomas Friedman concluded in late 2009 the 
policies of TWU contradicted the academic 
freedom policies of CAUT.

Similar reports were subsequently filed 
on Crandall University in New Brunswick 
and Canadian Mennonite University in 
Manitoba. Redeemer University College in 
Ontario saw the trend and last year refused 
to allow the CAUT investigators onto their 
campus.

As CAUT’s president, Penni Stewart of 
York University, has since admitted, CAUT 
might have saved itself a lot of time and money by spend-
ing five minutes on the website of any of these schools. 
Each school insists faculty members conduct their teach-
ing and scholarship according to that university’s theo-
logical commitments. And that is a policy incompatible 
with a statement of unqualified academic freedom such 
as CAUT’s.

Alas, the public discussion of the issues has not been 
conducted as well as it needs to be, by either side.

Unqualified academic freedom is basic to the modern 
secular university. It is in the public interest for professors 
to be free of interference from their superiors, colleagues 
or university donors when professors seek to teach or pub-
lish their research.

As defenders of the Christian universities have pointed 
out, there are ideological pressures in secular universi-
ties too: whether to conform to the preferences of tenure 
and promotion committees, or to the fads of one’s disci-
pline or to the priorities of granting agencies. But the 
fact secular universities often fail to honour this standard 
doesn’t mean it’s fine for Christian universities to fail in 
the same way.

However compromised academic freedom might be 
at a secular university, it’s an ideal to be cherished and 

Compromise on 
Academic Freedom
Why Canadian Christian universities 
deserve public support.

protected. And it’s a good thing a secular university pro-
fessor can always call the university to public account if it 
compromises his or her academic freedom.

It’s also a good thing, however, for Canada to support 
communities of scholars who agree on a set of basic as-
sumptions and then teach and research on that basis. Not 
just any old assumptions will do, but only those proven 
to be academically respectable and fruitful, such as those 
of the Christian religion. The synergy that comes from 
such shared intellectual commitments is simply not to 
be found in the diversity of the secular university. And 
it’s well worth supporting by Christians, yes, and also by 
the Canadian public at large.

Canadian Christian universities, there-
fore, must simply acknowledge the fact that 
they do compromise academic freedom: if 
professors change their theological views 
too much, they’re fired. (And let’s have no 
more nonsense about Christian schools 
offering a sort of academic freedom since 
“professors don’t have to work here – they 
have the freedom to seek a job elsewhere.” 
Academic freedom is about what you say 
while hired, not at the point of hiring.) But 
then Christian universities must also un-

apologetically affirm this compromise is necessary and 
unavoidable to the genuine alternative good of cohesive 
intellectual communities.

CAUT still has some useful things to do, however, re-
garding to Christian universities. It can expect that such 
schools articulate clear statements of faith to which pro-
fessors will duly subscribe but beyond which no one can 
be challenged for what they say. CAUT can expect clear 
policies of promotion and tenure that advance scholarly 
values and protect faculty members against the whims 
of administrators – while also protecting schools against 
irresponsible professors. And CAUT can expect high aca-
demic standards so these schools continue to deserve a 
place in the community of Canadian universities.

If CAUT – and the Association of Universities and Col-
leges of Canada, and the provincial ministries of educa-
tion, and the public at large – are going to endorse Chris-
tian universities, then this is the way they ought to do it.  FT

John STACkhouSe was professor of religion at 
the university of manitoba. Since 1998 he has been 

Sangwoo youtong Chee professor of theology 
and culture at Regent College, Vancouver.

Christ&CultureInCanada   n   By John G. StaCkhouSe JR.
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E
very Easter, Evangelicals celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ and focus on the 
image of an empty tomb. But in Israel, 
Christ’s tomb isn’t just empty, it’s some-
what controversial.

On a recent visit to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, and to the Garden Tomb, 
I was struck again by the differences in these two 
holy sites which both claim to be where Christ was 
crucified, buried and resurrected. 

The same questions also struck me on a previ-
ous visit in 2008, and now I can no longer leave 
them unanswered: Where was Jesus crucified, 
buried and resurrected? Why did it feel so impor-
tant for me (and presumably other evangelical 
believers) to experience these sites? What do we 
experience when we get there? 

Last year there were 3.5 million visitors to Isra-
el. Many of those visitors were Christians seeking 

to “walk where Jesus walked.” (If most itineraries 
are as packed as mine in 2008 and 2010, perhaps 
we should start using the phrase “to sprint where 
Jesus walked.”) The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
and the Garden Tomb are two of the sites in Jeru-
salem on everyone’s schedule. 

Church of the Holy sepulchre
Just as Israel is a land of contrasts and conflict, 
so too are the holy sites. “Evangelicals prefer the 
Garden Tomb, and Catholics prefer the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre,” according to Tzion Ben 
David, the guide on my 2010 visit (courtesy of 
the Israeli Ministry of Tourism, which sponsored 
a trip for evangelical journalists).

Why such different preferences?
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is located 

in the heart of the Old City’s Christian quarter. At 
the time of Christ the site would’ve been outside 

a greek orthodox Chapel was built over the loca-
tion which held the cross of Jesus on top of gol-
gotha.  a man kneels and touches the spot.

searching for the     
         Tomb of Jesus

a visit to Israel raises questions for those who want to walk 
where Jesus did.   By Richelle Wiseman

Bonus online-only page 49
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the walls of Jerusalem. 
The authenticity of the site is questioned by 

some, but for Christians belonging to the Roman 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions, this is 
the holiest site in Christendom. 

It certainly has a fascinating history. 
After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, 

Christians fled to other parts of the region. Then in 
135 AD, the Roman Emperor Hadrian destroyed 
what was left of Jerusalem and built a Roman city 
on the ruins, naming it Aelia Capitolina. Tradition 
says the current site of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre was a temple to Aphrodite. 

When Constantine became a Christian, he de-
cided to reclaim the holy sites. 
His mother Helena travelled 
to Jerusalem in 326 AD and 
located many sites including 
the birthplace of Jesus in Beth-
lehem and the site of Calvary 
and the tomb. 

By 335 AD, a large Byzan-
tine basilica was built over 
both Calvary and a nearby sep-
ulchre. That structure was de-
stroyed by Persians in 614 AD, 
and was rebuilt and destroyed 
several more times. When the 
Crusaders arrived, they reunited the collection 
of small chapels under the roof of the Roman-
esque church we see today. Now those chapels 
are each managed by one of the six ancient church 
traditions: Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Ar-
menian, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox and 
Ethiopian Orthodox. 

There have been fist fights in the church be-
tween these groups while asserting their rights to 
perform worship and maintain their spaces with-
in the larger structure. To manage these conflicts, 
a document was created, ironically named “The 
Status Quo,” which sets out the terms and loca-
tions for each group, when their worship services 
can occur and their maintenance responsibilities. 
For the past 400 years the key to the massive front 
door of the church has been held by generations of 
the same Muslim family – to keep peace among 
the Christians. 

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is anything 
but a place for reflection. It is bustling with tour-
ists from around the world. Priests with different 
robes, vestments, staffs and incense censers criss-
cross the floor between different chapels, altars 
and holy spots performing worship. The milling 
tourists appear to be a nuisance for these clergy as 

they struggle to get through their liturgies on time 
while dodging quizzical visitors.

Inside the church the three most striking fea-
tures to me were the Stone of Unction, a Renais-
sance mosaic at the 11th station of the cross de-
picting Christ being nailed onto the cross, and a 
bare-rock section of the sepulchre you can touch. 
I couldn’t even get near the actual tomb of Christ’s 
burial, which is under a massive red granite edi-
fice and always crowded by lines of tourists. 

The garden Tomb
It was a rainy day in December when our group 
arrived at the Garden Tomb on the eastern side 

of the old city. The site is near 
a hillside which resembles a 
skull, and it’s easy to see why 
General Charles Gordon, a 
British officer, believed this 
was Golgotha when he dis-
covered this site in 1883. The 
nearby tomb actually dates 
back to the 9th to 7th centuries 
BC, which means it was not a 
“new tomb” as described in 
Matthew 27:60 and John 19:41 
at the time of Christ’s death.

But the appearance of eye 
sockets in the hillside and the presence of an an-
cient tomb close by meant this site immediately 
garnered the attention of Christian pilgrims to Je-
rusalem. Besides, Protestants needed a holy site 
in Jerusalem. The quiet simplicity here, now sur-
rounded by a lovely garden with spaces for Chris-
tians to sing hymns and enjoy communion, is a 
welcome and refreshing contrast to the bustle and 
clutter inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
The tomb looks like what we would imagine the 
Garden Tomb to look like. Whether or not it is the 
historical site, it certainly looks the part.

Each of our group visited the nearby tomb, 
a stone chamber with a space for a body. The 
wooden sign on the door says, “He is not here. 
He is risen!” 

Then, under a canopy of trees protecting us 
from a light drizzle, our group sat in one of the 
garden spaces where we shared communion and 
reflected on Christ’s death and resurrection.

Contested History 
“Those two sites are a classic example of contested 
histories of the holy sites in Israel,” says Paul Spils-
bury of Ambrose University College in Calgary, 
one of the leaders of my 2008 visit. “Constantine 

The appearance of eye 
sockets in the hillside and 

the presence of an 
ancient tomb close 
by meant this site 

immediately garnered 
the attention of Christian 

pilgrims to Jerusalem.
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was determined to establish the Jesus sites after 
Hadrian had eradicated most of the signs of the 
Christian movement.” 

There is precedent in the Middle East for tem-
ples, mosques and churches to be 
built on the old sites of other tem-
ples, mosques and churches. Ac-
cording to Spilsbury, when Helena 
arrived in Jerusalem to establish 
the holy sites, she was convinced 
the Roman temple had been built 
on top of the historic site of the 
crucifixion and the burial tomb of 
Christ. But this was over 300 years 
after Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion. So is it the actual site? 

“The Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre is an ecclesiastical intersec-
tion where Christians from the West can encounter 
the church of the East,” says Charles Nienkirchen, 
another Ambrose professor who led my 2008 
visit. Nienkirchen has led dozens of students on 
study tours of Israel and surrounding countries. 
“The ancient churches do pilgrimages and like to 
feel, touch [and even] kiss sacred objects in sacred 
spaces. Evangelicals don’t engage the senses in the 
same way and are uncomfortable with the physical-
ity of the ancient Christians.” 

To overcome my own discomfort, I placed my 
hand on the stone of the anointing, a giant slab of 
marble in the entrance of the church, said to be the 
stone where Christ’s body was prepared for burial. 
I watched Christians from around the world kneel 
and kiss the stone, place valued objects on the 
stone, pray on the stone and weep near the stone. 
It is a moving and curious sight. Did Jesus’ body 
really touch this slab? The limestone marble in the 
slab dates to 1808, and it replaced a previously 
destroyed slab – so, definitely not! But how would 
I behave if I believed it had? Or does it matter if it 
is the actual stone?

sacred Time and space 
Many Evangelicals have a gap of knowledge and 
appreciation of our Christian ancestors and their 
history between the time of the Apostle Paul and, 
say, Billy Graham who arrived on the scene in the 
1950s. We Evangelicals are in some ways the new-
est Christians on the block, and church history can 
make some of us feel uncomfortable. Was God 
present and working in the worship and practice 
of the church between the Church Councils and 
the Reformation? Are there riches and depth to 
the writings of the Church Fathers, the liturgies, 

the symbolism, the art and the church calendar 
which we’ve missed out on? Why do we ignore the 
mystery of sacred time and space? Why is com-
munion merely a “remembrance” for some of us 

and not a sacrament? 
While standing in the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre, gazing at 
icons, ornamental candlesticks, 
golden lamps and Byzantine 
statues, I felt conflicted and be-
wildered by all that is unfamiliar 
to me there. I also had a sense 
of great loss and disconnection 
from the millions of Christian 
brothers and sisters who have 
gone before me. I understand 
most Evangelicals don’t believe 
there is merit in ritual, vestments, 

incense, shrines, crucifixes, icons or relics. But I 
wonder how leaving out these aspects of worship 
might be impoverishing us?

I resonate with the symbolic, artistic expres-
sion and the tangible representations of the sacred 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Most of us 
will agree that matter does matter to God, and 
therefore should matter to us. But when we try 
to encase spiritual truths in matter – in symbols, 
statues, icons and crucifixes – at what point do 
these take us closer to spiritual understanding and 
experience of God, and at what point do they get 
in the way? 

How did Jesus approach the notion of sacred 
space? Nienkirchen comments, “When He spoke 
to the woman at the well, she raised the issue of 
competing sacred spaces; the Temple in Jerusa-
lem versus the site of the Samaritan Temple on 
nearby Mount Gerazim. Jesus refused to get into 
that debate and answered by saying, ‘God is spirit, 
and His worshippers must worship in the Spirit 
and in truth.’ ”

While the Garden Tomb and the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre represent very different tradi-
tions, histories and approaches to Christ’s death 
and resurrection, they are part of the rich mosaic 
of Christian belief. We may never know if they 
include authentic or commemorative sites of 
Christ’s crucifixion, burial and resurrection. But 
we do know, “He is not here, He is risen.” With the 
19th-century Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
all Christians can say, “Let Him Easter in us.”   FT

RICHELLE WIsEMaN of Calgary is the 
executive director of the Centre for Faith 

and the media and a freelance writer.

“The Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre 
is an ecclesiastical 
intersection where 
Christians from the 
West can encounter 

the church of 
the east.”
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